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Winner of the Cave Canem Poetry Prize, selected by Major Jackson

The stub of your left leg dangles
as I hold you up, my hands inserted under your arms
like a child. You are complaining about the itch,
the burn; scratch the ghost of your calf and heel.
?from "Scratching the Ghost"

Dexter L. Booth's ruminations on loss in this award-winning debut are rooted in a time past but one still
palpable and persistent. Here are memories of love lost, family mourned, a father absent, ghosts of
hometowns and childhood. Here too is a "Short Letter to the Twentieth Century" and, finally, a "Long Letter
to the Twentieth Century," as if across this collection the poet is mustering up the force to speak back to
history.

"In Dexter Booth's Scratching the Ghost, a cracked egg means the universe is splitting, the slap of a double-
dutch rope is a broken-throated hymn, and splitting a squealing hog is akin to lovemaking. These are poems
loyal to their own intrepid logic and reckless plausibility. Yet, lest the reader get too giddy in a fun house of
mirrors, here, too, are the melodic laments and remarkable lyric passages of a poet who acknowledges the
infinite current of melancholy that underlines his journey." ?Major Jackson
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From reader reviews:

Michael Moore:

Inside other case, little individuals like to read book Scratching the Ghost: Poems. You can choose the best
book if you want reading a book. Provided that we know about how is important any book Scratching the
Ghost: Poems. You can add information and of course you can around the world by a book. Absolutely right,
simply because from book you can recognize everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will
be known. About simple thing until wonderful thing you are able to know that. In this era, we can open a
book or even searching by internet gadget. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel fed up to go to
the library. Let's learn.

Daniel Grinder:

This Scratching the Ghost: Poems are reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Scratching the Ghost: Poems can be one of several great books you must have is usually
giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed an individual with information that perhaps
will shock your before knowledge. This book is definitely handy, you can bring it everywhere you go and
whenever your conditions in the e-book and printed ones. Beside that this Scratching the Ghost: Poems
forcing you to have an enormous of experience for instance rich vocabulary, giving you tryout of critical
thinking that we realize it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Willie Thacker:

Can you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you never know the inside because don't ascertain book by its protect may doesn't work is
difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic as in the outside seem likes. Maybe
you answer might be Scratching the Ghost: Poems why because the great cover that make you consider about
the content will not disappoint you. The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe
cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Maria Forshee:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your morning to upgrading your mind
ability or thinking skill actually analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this all time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Scratching the Ghost: Poems can be your answer mainly because
it can be read by an individual who have those short extra time problems.
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