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When Meriwether Lewis and William Clark led the Corps of Discovery on their epic journey across the
American West, they were acting not only as territorial explorers, but as diplomatic emissaries from the
young United States to the Native American peoples they encountered. Castle McLaughlin's fresh
examination of the Native American objects related to Lewis and Clark's expedition brilliantly challenges the
conventional wisdom about these men and their mission as scientists, collectors, and explorers and places
their journey in the context of a complex process of mutual discovery between representatives of very
different cultures.In "Arts of Diplomacy", Native Americans are revealed as active participants in the
outcome of the expedition, selecting objects of significance to bestow as gifts or use in trade, and skillfully
negotiating their own strategic interests in their dealings with the exploring party. McLaughlin makes it clear
that Lewis and Clark were not acting as "collectors" of exotic material culture, but rather were dealing on a
much more even playing field with cultural representatives whose goodwill - and goods - were critical to the
success of their enterprise.The vehicle for this innovative and illuminating analysis is the collection of late-
eighteenth- and early nineteenth-century Native American objects from the Prairie, Plains, and Pacific
Northwest at the Peabody Museum of Archaeology and Ethnology at Harvard University. The magnificent
objects in the Peabody Museum's collection, presented in lavish color photography, are analyzed in detail
and traced through documentation to their probable sources - both tribal makers and users and likely
collectors. Long thought to be the only remaining ethnographic items collected by Lewis and Clark, the
objects are here exposed to intense scrutiny by a team of anthropologists, art historians, and material culture
specialists.McLaughlin's interpretation is a model for how, through informed contextual analysis, objects can
be used to tell stories. Her text gives voice to the calumets, buffalo robes, and basketry pieces that served as
items of gifting and exchange in cross-cultural encounters. Contemporary Native American voices are heard
here as well, in essays by and about Wasco fiber artist Pat Courtney Gold, Mandan-Hidatsa flute player
Keith Bear, Hunkpapa Lakota painter Butch Thunder Hawk, Lakota quillwork artist Jo Esther Parshall,
Mandan-Hidatsa community activist Mike Cross, and others. Far from being participants in a "First
Encounter," as the Lewis and Clark expedition is so often portrayed, the objects tell a story of Native peoples
already deeply engaged in a far-reaching exchange of goods and materials - sophisticated traders and cultural
brokers with networks of exchange that spanned the globe from eastern Europe to the South Pacific decades
before the arrival of Lewis and Clark.As historian James P. Ronda writes in his Foreword, "Built on the best
historical and anthropological sources, and informed by current critical theory, Arts of Diplomacy gives
voice to seemingly mute objects and lets readers hear Native voices in the expedition conversation." Castle
McLaughlin is a social anthropologist who writes frequently on the American West, past and present, and
Native American art and visual culture. She is associate curator of Native American ethnography at the
Peabody Museum.
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From reader reviews:

Herbert Beckley:

The book Arts of Diplomacy: Lewis and Clark's Indian Collection can give more knowledge and also the
precise product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave the good thing like a book
Arts of Diplomacy: Lewis and Clark's Indian Collection? A few of you have a different opinion about e-
book. But one aim this book can give many info for us. It is absolutely appropriate. Right now, try to closer
with your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you may share
all of these. Book Arts of Diplomacy: Lewis and Clark's Indian Collection has simple shape however, you
know: it has great and massive function for you. You can appear the enormous world by open up and read a
guide. So it is very wonderful.

Jennifer Pittman:

The actual book Arts of Diplomacy: Lewis and Clark's Indian Collection has a lot of information on it. So
when you read this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after looking over this book.

Roger Cooper:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this e-book. This Arts of Diplomacy: Lewis and
Clark's Indian Collection is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train as well
as soon. If you did not possess much space to bring the actual printed book, you can buy the particular e-
book. It is make you easier to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a
lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.

Lyndsey Lafferty:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
spirit or real their leisure activity. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go
to at this time there but nothing reading critically. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring
along with can't see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important to suit
your needs. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever you want. Likewise word
says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Arts of Diplomacy: Lewis and Clark's Indian
Collection can make you feel more interested to read.
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