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Even in this age of extreme sports and made-for-TV survival games, there still exist places on earth where
the most intrepid among us can plunge into truly unknown territory. The acclaimed adventure writer Peter
Stark had waited all his life for just such an opportunity. But when he was invited to Africa to join a small
expedition kayaking down Mozambique’s Lugenda River, he balked. The 750-kilometer rivercourse was
largely uncharted–dotted with rapids, waterfalls, and home to deadly crocodiles and hippos; two of his four
travel companions were not skilled kayakers; and he had a family to think of, (not to mention that at forty-
eight, he himself was feeling a bit old for the life untamed). Suppressing inner doubts and driven by that
most human of urges–to see what lies beyond the next bend–Stark signed on for the adventure of a lifetime.

At the Mercy of the River is Stark’s harrowing, insightful account of this venture into the unknown. “Why,”
he muses between capsizes in the Lugenda’s croc-infested waters, “are humans compelled to explore?” The
expedition’s five distinct–and sometimes clashing–personalities provide individual answers to that question.

Equipped with only the most rudimentary comforts and lacking the customary explorer’s gun, the party
encounters breathtaking natural splendor, rich wildlife, and villages little affected by modern life. Ever aware
that they are following in the metaphorical footsteps of great explorers of the past–Vasco da Gama, Mungo
Park, Ibn Battuta, David Livingstone, and other men of adventure who bridged Africa and the West–Stark
shares these explorers’ stories with us, finding a common thread linking his experience with theirs. Using
their accounts, his travails on the Lugenda River, and the insights of wilderness philosophers such as Henry
David Thoreau, Stark attempts to understand the very nature of “exploration” while pondering the question,
Where will we go when our wilderness vanishes?

At the Mercy of the River is at turns inspiring, heart-thumping, and even amusing. But most of all, it is a
riveting adventure story for a time when adventure is in danger of losing its meaning.
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From reader reviews:

Barbara Cook:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you can
add your knowledge by the guide entitled At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African
Wilderness. Try to make book At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness as
your close friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you truly feel alone and beside those of
course make you smarter than ever before. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you
far more confidence because you can know anything by the book. So , we need to make new experience
along with knowledge with this book.

Brad Bennett:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration
of the Last African Wilderness guide written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make
book that may be understand by anyone who have read the book. Written with good manner for you, leaking
every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your hunger then you still hesitation At the Mercy of the
River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness as good book but not only by the cover but also by the
content. This is one guide that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already told you so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.

Robert Mundo:

You can spend your free time to read this book this book. This At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of
the Last African Wilderness is simple to deliver you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you better to read it. You can save typically the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Mary Perry:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our understanding from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we know
those books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, may also bring us to around the world.
Through the book At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness we can acquire
more advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read
a book. Just simply choose the best book that ideal with your aim. Don't always be doubt to change your life
by this book At the Mercy of the River: An Exploration of the Last African Wilderness. You can more
attractive than now.
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