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European literature and theory of the twentieth century have been intensely preoccupied with questions of
'Desire', whereas 'love' has increasingly represented a fractured and strange, if not actually suspect, proposal:
this is a prime symptom of an age of deep cultural mutation and uncertainty. Paul Gifford's book allows this
considerable contemporary phenomenon to be observed steadily and whole, with strategic understanding of
its origins, nature and meaning. Gifford paints a clear and coherent picture of the evolution of erotic ideas
and their imaginary and formal expressions in modern French writing. He first retraces the formative matrix
of French tradition by engaging with five classic sources: Plato's Symposium, the Song of Songs, the myth of
Genesis, the tension between Greek Eros and Christian Agape and the repercussions of Nietzsche's
declaration of the 'death of God'. Modern variations on these perennial problematics are then pursued in ten
chapters devoted to Proust, Valéry, Claudel, Breton, Bataille, Duras, Barthes, Irigarary, Emmanuel, Kristeva.
Literary and theoretical perspectives are perfectly blended in his study of these attempts at 'deciphering Eros'.
The book will appeal not only to students of French literature, but to all those interested in the cultural
upheavals of the twentieth century.
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From reader reviews:

Curtis Wilson:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare time
to take a walk, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed Love,
Desire and Transcendence in French Literature: Deciphering Eros? Maybe it is to become best activity for
you. You recognize beside you can spend your time using your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional opinion?

Corrina Sutton:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
that aren't like that. This Love, Desire and Transcendence in French Literature: Deciphering Eros book is
readable by you who hate those perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable
examining experience without leaving even decrease the knowledge that want to offer to you. The writer
regarding Love, Desire and Transcendence in French Literature: Deciphering Eros content conveys objective
easily to understand by a lot of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just
different by means of it. So , do you still thinking Love, Desire and Transcendence in French Literature:
Deciphering Eros is not loveable to be your top list reading book?

Diane Gibbons:

This book untitled Love, Desire and Transcendence in French Literature: Deciphering Eros to be one of
several books that will best seller in this year, that's because when you read this e-book you can get a lot of
benefit onto it. You will easily to buy that book in the book retail store or you can order it via online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you more readily to read this book, as you can read this
book in your Cell phone. So there is no reason to you to past this reserve from your list.

Christopher Scoville:

Reading a book for being new life style in this season; every people loves to go through a book. When you
study a book you can get a lots of benefit. When you read books, you can improve your knowledge, because
book has a lot of information in it. The information that you will get depend on what types of book that you
have read. If you need to get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want
to entertain yourself you are able to a fiction books, this kind of us novel, comics, in addition to soon. The
Love, Desire and Transcendence in French Literature: Deciphering Eros will give you a new experience in
reading a book.
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