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The Civil War in Southern Appalachian Methodism addresses a much-neglected topic in both Appalachian
and Civil War history—the role of organized religion in the sectional strife and the war itself. Meticulously
researched, well written, and full of fresh facts, this new book brings an original perspective to the study of
the conflict and the region.
    In many important respects, the actual Civil War that began in 1861 unveiled an internal civil war within
the Holston Conference of the Methodist Episcopal Church, South—comprising churches in southwestern
Virginia, eastern Tennessee, western North Carolina, and a small portion of northern Georgia—that had been
waged surreptitiously for the previous five decades. This work examines the split within the Methodist
Church that occurred with mounting tensions over the slavery question and the rise of the Confederacy.
Specifically, it looks at how the church was changing from its early roots as a reform movement grounded in
a strong local pastoral ministry to a church with a more intellectual, professionalized clergy that often
identified with Southern secessionists.
    The author has mined an exhaustive trove of primary sources, especially the extensive, yet often-
overlooked minutes from frequent local and regional Methodist gatherings. He has also explored East
Tennessee newspapers and other published works on the topic. The author’s deep research into obscure
church records and other resources results not only in a surprising interpretation of the division within the
Methodist Church but also new insights into the roles of African Americans, women, and especially lay
people and local clergy in the decades prior to the war and through its aftermath. In addition, Dunn presents
important information about what the inner Civil War was like in East Tennessee, an area deeply divided
between Union and Confederate sympathizers.
    Students and scholars of religious history, southern history, and Appalachian studies will be enlightened
by this volume and its bold new way of looking at the history of the Methodist Church and this part of the
nation.
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From reader reviews:

Sheri Furlong:

Within other case, little men and women like to read book The Civil War in Southern Appalachian
Methodism. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how
is important a book The Civil War in Southern Appalachian Methodism. You can add knowledge and of
course you can around the world by the book. Absolutely right, because from book you can recognize
everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple issue until
wonderful thing you may know that. In this era, you can open a book or searching by internet device. It is
called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's go through.

Lucy Fletcher:

The book The Civil War in Southern Appalachian Methodism can give more knowledge and also the precise
product information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a very important thing like a book
The Civil War in Southern Appalachian Methodism? Several of you have a different opinion about guide.
But one aim that will book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer using
your book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you can give for each other; you can share all of these.
Book The Civil War in Southern Appalachian Methodism has simple shape but you know: it has great and
big function for you. You can appearance the enormous world by available and read a guide. So it is very
wonderful.

Alice Black:

Typically the book The Civil War in Southern Appalachian Methodism will bring you to definitely the new
experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to describe the idea is very unique. When you try
to find new book you just read, this book very suited to you. The book The Civil War in Southern
Appalachian Methodism is much recommended to you to study. You can also get the e-book from your
official web site, so you can quicker to read the book.

Julie Nealy:

Precisely why? Because this The Civil War in Southern Appalachian Methodism is an unordinary book that
the inside of the e-book waiting for you to snap the idea but latter it will zap you with the secret that inside.
Reading this book close to it was fantastic author who write the book in such incredible way makes the
content inside of easier to understand, entertaining method but still convey the meaning completely. So , it is
good for you because of not hesitating having this ever again or you going to regret it. This amazing book
will give you a lot of advantages than the other book get such as help improving your talent and your critical
thinking means. So , still want to delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the guide store
hurriedly.
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