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In 1927, Oxford University Press published the first western-language translation of a collection of Tibetan
funerary texts (the Great Liberation upon Hearing in the Bardo) under the title The Tibetan Book of the
Dead. Since that time, the work has established a powerful hold on the western popular imagination, and is
now considered a classic of spiritual literature. Over the years, The Tibetan Book of the Dead has inspired
numerous commentaries, an illustrated edition, a play, a video series, and even an opera. Translators,
scholars, and popular devotees of the book have claimed to explain its esoteric ideas and reveal its hidden
meaning. Few, however, have uttered a word about its history. Bryan J. Cuevas seeks to fill this gap in our
knowledge by offering the first comprehensive historical study of the Great Liberation upon Hearing in the
Bardo, and by grounding it firmly in the context of Tibetan history and culture. He begins by discussing the
many ways the texts have been understood (and misunderstood) by westerners, beginning with its first editor,
the Oxford-educated anthropologist Walter Y. Evans-Wentz, and continuing through the present day. The
remarkable fame of the book in the west, Cuevas argues, is strikingly disproportionate to how the original
Tibetan texts were perceived in their own country. Cuevas tells the story of how The Tibetan Book of the
Dead was compiled in Tibet, of the lives of those who preserved and transmitted it, and explores the history
of the rituals through which the life of the dead is imagined in Tibetan society. This book provides not only a
fascinating look at a popular and enduring spiritual work, but also a much-needed corrective to the
proliferation of ahistorical scholarship surrounding The Tibetan Book of the Dead.
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From reader reviews:

Gloria Brower:

This The Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead book is simply not ordinary book, you have it then
the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is information inside this e-book
incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper an individual read a lot of information you
will get. That The Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead without we understand teach the one who
examining it become critical in contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry The Hidden History of the
Tibetan Book of the Dead can bring whenever you are and not make your carrier space or bookshelves' turn
out to be full because you can have it within your lovely laptop even cell phone. This The Hidden History of
the Tibetan Book of the Dead having excellent arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel
uninterested in reading.

Louise Graham:

Do you certainly one of people who can't read pleasant if the sentence chained within the straightway, hold
on guys this aren't like that. This The Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead book is readable by
you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable studying
experience without leaving perhaps decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer regarding
The Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead content conveys objective easily to understand by a lot
of people. The printed and e-book are not different in the content but it just different as it. So , do you
nonetheless thinking The Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead is not loveable to be your top
checklist reading book?

Linda Monge:

The book The Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead has a lot of knowledge on it. So when you
make sure to read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
The author makes some research previous to write this book. That book very easy to read you will get the
point easily after perusing this book.

Jay Klein:

Do you like reading a e-book? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book was rare? Why so many
issue for the book? But virtually any people feel that they enjoy for reading. Some people likes looking at,
not only science book but additionally novel and The Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead or
perhaps others sources were given knowledge for you. After you know how the great a book, you feel need
to read more and more. Science reserve was created for teacher or perhaps students especially. Those guides
are helping them to include their knowledge. In other case, beside science book, any other book likes The
Hidden History of the Tibetan Book of the Dead to make your spare time a lot more colorful. Many types of
book like this one.
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