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In The King, a retelling of Le Morte D'Arthur, Donald Barthelme moves the chivalrous Knights of the
Round Table to the cruelty of the Second World War. Dunkirk has fallen, Europe is at the breaking point,
Ezra Pound and Lord Haw-Haw are poisoning the radio waves, Mordred has fled to Nazi Germany, and King
Arthur and his worshipful Knights are deep in the fighting. When the Holy Grail presents itself--which is, in
this version, the atomic bomb, "a superweapon if you will, with which we can chastise and thwart the
enemy"--they must decide whether to hew to their knightly ways or adopt a modern ruthlessness. Barthelme
makes brilliant comic use of anachronism to show that war is center stage in the theater of human absurdity
and cruelty. But Arthur, in deciding to decline the power of the Grail, announces his unwillingness to go
along: "It's not the way we wage war. The essence of our calling is right behavior, and this false Grail is not a
knightly weapon."
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From reader reviews:

Jimmy Hicks:

What do you think of book? It is just for students as they are still students or the item for all people in the
world, what best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that problem above. Every person has distinct
personality and hobby for every other. Don't to be obligated someone or something that they don't want do
that. You must know how great in addition to important the book King (American Literature Series). All type
of book would you see on many resources. You can look for the internet solutions or other social media.

Robert Thomas:

Do you considered one of people who can't read enjoyable if the sentence chained from the straightway, hold
on guys this kind of aren't like that. This King (American Literature Series) book is readable by means of
you who hate those straight word style. You will find the info here are arrange for enjoyable reading
experience without leaving also decrease the knowledge that want to supply to you. The writer involving
King (American Literature Series) content conveys prospect easily to understand by many people. The
printed and e-book are not different in the articles but it just different by means of it. So , do you even now
thinking King (American Literature Series) is not loveable to be your top checklist reading book?

Maritza Kress:

This King (American Literature Series) are usually reliable for you who want to certainly be a successful
person, why. The reason why of this King (American Literature Series) can be one of many great books you
must have is giving you more than just simple reading food but feed you with information that might be will
shock your before knowledge. This book is handy, you can bring it all over the place and whenever your
conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this King (American Literature Series) giving you an
enormous of experience such as rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that could it useful
in your day action. So , let's have it appreciate reading.

Fern Gooding:

As a scholar exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library in order to make
summary for some guide, they are complained. Just tiny students that has reading's heart or real their passion.
They just do what the teacher want, like asked to go to the library. They go to presently there but nothing
reading really. Any students feel that reading is not important, boring and also can't see colorful photographs
on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we know that on this age,
many ways to get whatever we would like. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore ,
this King (American Literature Series) can make you sense more interested to read.
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