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Today, jazz is considered high art, America’s national music, and the catalog of its recordings—its
discography—is often taken for granted. But behind jazz discography is a fraught and highly colorful history
of research, fanaticism, and the intense desire to know who played what, where, and when. This history gets
its first full-length treatment in Bruce D. Epperson’s More Important Than the Music. Following the
dedicated few who sought to keep jazz’s legacy organized, Epperson tells a fascinating story of archival
pursuit in the face of negligence and deception, a tale that saw curses and threats regularly employed, with
fisticuffs and lawsuits only slightly rarer.

Epperson examines the documentation of recorded jazz from its casual origins as a novelty in the 1920s and
’30s, through the overwhelming deluge of 12-inch vinyl records in the middle of the twentieth century, to the
use of computers by today’s discographers. Though he focuses much of his attention on comprehensive
discographies, he also examines the development of a variety of related listings, such as buyer’s guides and
library catalogs, and he closes with a look toward discography’s future. From the little black book to the full-
featured online database, More Important Than the Music offers a history not just of jazz discography but of
the profoundly human desire to preserve history itself.
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From reader reviews:

Kathy Woodward:

This More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography book is just not ordinary book, you
have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book will be information inside
this reserve incredible fresh, you will get information which is getting deeper anyone read a lot of
information you will get. This specific More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography
without we understand teach the one who reading through it become critical in imagining and analyzing.
Don't possibly be worry More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography can bring whenever
you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' grow to be full because you can have it in your lovely
laptop even telephone. This More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography having good
arrangement in word in addition to layout, so you will not sense uninterested in reading.

Adele Yeager:

Don't be worry for anyone who is afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book approach, more simple and reachable. This particular More Important Than the Music: A
History of Jazz Discography can give you a lot of close friends because by you considering this one book
you have factor that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This book offer you information that possibly your friend doesn't
recognize, by knowing more than additional make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us
have More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography.

Clare Andrews:

As a pupil exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library as well
as to make summary for some book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's heart or
real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to the library. They go to generally there
but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well as can't see
colorful images on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this time, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's
country. Therefore , this More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography can make you truly
feel more interested to read.

Cherly Plaster:

E-book is one of source of understanding. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year in order to year. As
we know those textbooks have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, could also bring us
to around the world. From the book More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography we can
acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? For being creative person must prefer to read



a book. Merely choose the best book that acceptable with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life at this
time book More Important Than the Music: A History of Jazz Discography. You can more inviting than now.
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