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Américo Paredes (1915–99) is one of the seminal figures in Mexican American studies. With this first book-
length biography of Paredes, author José R. López Morín offers fresh insight into the life and work of this
influential scholar, as well as the close relationship between his experience and his thought.

Morín shows how Mexican literary traditions—particularly the performance contexts of oral
“literature”—shaped Paredes’s understanding of his people and his critique of Anglo scholars’ portrayal of
Mexican American history, character, and cultural expressions.

Although he surveys all of Paredes’s work, Morín focuses most heavily on his masterpiece, With a Pistol in
His Hand. It is in this book that Morín sees Paredes’s innovative interdisciplinary approach most effectively
expressed. Dealing as he did with a people at the intersection of cultures, Paredes considered the intersection
of disciplines a necessary locus for clear understanding. Morín traces the evolution of Paredes’s thought and
his battles to create a legitimate home for his approach at the University of Texas.

A voice for Chicano consciousness in the late 1960s and thereafter, Paredes championed Mexican American
studies and encouraged a generation of scholars to consider this culture a legitimate topic for research.
Urging the application of context to the understanding of oral texts, he challenged then-current methods of
folklore and anthropological study in general.

Paredes’s name will continue to resonate in Mexican American studies, American folklore, and
Anthropology, and his work will continue to be studied. Américo Paredes: Folklorist of the Border makes a
strong case for the lasting importance of Paredes’s work, especially for a new generation of scholars.
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From reader reviews:

Gary Morrell:

Spent a free time for you to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their very own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, gonna beach,
or picnic inside the park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your own free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-free time/
holiday. The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of guide that you should read. If you want to
consider look for book, may be the e-book untitled The Legacy of Americo Paredes can be great book to
read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

Robert Goddard:

Beside this kind of The Legacy of Americo Paredes in your phone, it could give you a way to get closer to
the new knowledge or facts. The information and the knowledge you might got here is fresh from your oven
so don't become worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have The
Legacy of Americo Paredes because this book offers for your requirements readable information. Do you
oftentimes have book but you rarely get what it's about. Oh come on, that will not end up to happen if you
have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable, like treasuring beautiful island. Use
you still want to miss that? Find this book and read it from now!

Ella Oxley:

Is it an individual who having spare time then spend it whole day by means of watching television programs
or just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This The Legacy of Americo Paredes can be the
answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time
by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Lauren Zavala:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that query
was given by teacher with their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everybody has different hobby. So you
know that little person similar to reading or as reading through become their hobby. You must know that
reading is very important and book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to include you knowledge,
except your teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update about something by book. Different
categories of books that can you choose to use be your object. One of them is niagra The Legacy of Americo
Paredes.
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