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Army of the Sky addresses the development of military aviation from 1904 to 1914 in order to explore the
relationship of modernization and Russian Imperial officer culture. Utilizing archival material, army reports,
the military and popular press, published tracts, and comparative literature, this book explores the response
to aviation within the tsarist military in the realm of hopes and fears, institutional adaptations, projects
drafted to tap the power of the airplane, the politics of command, policies of recruitment and training to build
a cadre of aviators, and the rituals that paid homage to this revolutionary new weapon. In contrast to a
historiography which generally portrays aviation as incompatible with an extremely conservative, even
backward, military culture, this study paints a far more complex and dynamic picture. Numerous tsarist
officers recognized that the airplane presented both a serious challenge and a real opportunity: it exposed the
limitations of Russia’s economic, technological, and infrastructural development while simultaneously
offering a way to overcome them and a means to assert Russia’s development, pride, and place as a great
European power despite heightening fears of failure. Army of the Sky illustrates further how disparate
responses to this situation influenced tsarist officer culture. Although the concept of «modernization»
remained framed around familiar binaries, aviation recast and infused with new meaning juxtapositions of
Russia and the West, imitation and contamination, and the imperatives of progress and the legacies of
backwardness. Aviation helped to remold prevailing paradigms of hierarchy, authority, deference, and duty.
This volume concludes that the tsarist officer community ultimately offered unique opportunities to cultivate
a culture of military aviation and thereby to master the challenge of modernization in a uniquely Russian, an
Imperial Russian, manner. This book will be of great interest to historians of both the military and late
Imperial Russia as well as aviation enthusiasts.
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From reader reviews:

Vicky Moore:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? E-book is very important thing
for us to find out everything in the world. Each reserve has different aim or perhaps goal; it means that
reserve has different type. Some people truly feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Consider the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, particular person feel need book when they found difficult problem as
well as exercise. Well, probably you'll have this Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before the
Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies in Modern European History).

Milton Hill:

Here thing why this Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before the Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies
in Modern European History) are different and dependable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good
nevertheless it depends in the content of the usb ports which is the content is as delightful as food or not.
Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before the Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies in Modern European
History) giving you information deeper and different ways, you can find any e-book out there but there is no
book that similar with Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before the Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies
in Modern European History). It gives you thrill reading journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing
that happened in the world which is perhaps can be happened around you. You can actually bring
everywhere like in playground, café, or even in your means home by train. When you are having difficulties
in bringing the paper book maybe the form of Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before the Great
War, 1904-1914 (Studies in Modern European History) in e-book can be your substitute.

David Colon:

Now a day individuals who Living in the era wherever everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources within it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How people have to be
smart in having any information nowadays? Of course the reply is reading a book. Reading a book can help
persons out of this uncertainty Information specifically this Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation
before the Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies in Modern European History) book since this book offers you rich
facts and knowledge. Of course the data in this book hundred % guarantees there is no doubt in it as you
know.

Rick Fairchild:

This Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before the Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies in Modern
European History) are generally reliable for you who want to become a successful person, why. The
explanation of this Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before the Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies in
Modern European History) can be among the great books you must have is usually giving you more than just



simple examining food but feed you actually with information that possibly will shock your before
knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions
throughout the e-book and printed types. Beside that this Army of the Sky: Russian Military Aviation before
the Great War, 1904-1914 (Studies in Modern European History) forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we understand it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.
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