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Founded during the Gold Rush years, the Chinese community of San Francisco became the largest and most
vibrant Chinatown in America. For those Chinese traveling between the Old World and the New, San
Francisco was a port of entry and departure. Many Chinese settled there, forming one of the oldest
continuing ethnic communities in urban America.

This is a detailed social and cultural history of the Chinese in San Francisco, relating the development of
various social and cultural institutions, ranging from brothels to the powerful "Six Companies." The book
recaptures in vivid detail not only the community's collective mentalities but also the lives of ordinary
people—laborers, theater-goers, gamblers, and prostitutes. In so doing, the author achieves what has been
missing from virtually all the historiographic writing on the Chinese in America—he brings to life individual
personalities with their varying human qualities.

The book shows the persistence of Chinese social patterns in San Francisco Chinatown, and demonstrates
how the community helped shape white America's view of Asians in general and the development of race
consciousness and strife. The author challenges several long-accepted views, such as the myth that the
Chinese exodus to California in the mid-nineteenth century occurred mainly because of impoverishment in
South China and the notion that the overwhelming majority of Chinese women in San Francisco were
prostitutes. He also makes insightful comparisons of Chinese Americans with other ethnic groups.

The book makes imaginative use of a wide range of materials, private and public, fictional and statistical, in
both Chinese and English, produced by both pro- and anti-Chinese sources. Among these are Chinese-
language newspapers (including their advertisements), handbills, personal diaries, and other cultural
productions. The author offers multidisciplinary analyses of such documents, showing the possibilities of
extracting rich historical information from texts created for very different purposes.
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From reader reviews:

Valerie Gray:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students because they're still students or it for all people in
the world, what best subject for that? Just simply you can be answered for that issue above. Every person has
different personality and hobby for every single other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they
don't desire do that. You must know how great as well as important the book Chinese San Francisco, 1850-
1943: A Trans-Pacific Community (Asian America). All type of book could you see on many methods. You
can look for the internet resources or other social media.

Edward Salazar:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the headline Chinese San
Francisco, 1850-1943: A Trans-Pacific Community (Asian America) suitable to you? The particular book
was written by popular writer in this era. The book untitled Chinese San Francisco, 1850-1943: A Trans-
Pacific Community (Asian America)is the one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book
was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this reserve you will enter the new dimension that
you ever know previous to. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, consequently all of people
can easily to recognise the core of this book. This book will give you a lot of information about this world
now. To help you see the represented of the world on this book.

Catherine Mejia:

Reading a book to get new life style in this yr; every people loves to examine a book. When you learn a book
you can get a lots of benefit. When you read publications, you can improve your knowledge, since book has
a lot of information into it. The information that you will get depend on what sorts of book that you have
read. If you would like get information about your analysis, you can read education books, but if you want to
entertain yourself look for a fiction books, these kinds of us novel, comics, along with soon. The Chinese
San Francisco, 1850-1943: A Trans-Pacific Community (Asian America) provide you with a new experience
in examining a book.

Carl Johnson:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The fitness of the world makes the information much easier
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, paper, book, and soon. You can
view that now, a lot of publisher which print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended for
you is Chinese San Francisco, 1850-1943: A Trans-Pacific Community (Asian America) this reserve consist
a lot of the information with the condition of this world now. This specific book was represented so why is
the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The
particular writer made some exploration when he makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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