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The word culture, in recent years, has been widely and erroneously employed in political, educational, and
journalistic contexts. In helping to define a word so greatly misused, T. S. Eliot contradicts many of our
popular assumptions about culture, reminding us that it is not the possession of a class but of a whole society
and yet its preservation may depend on the continuance of a class system, and that a “classless” society may
be a society in which culture has ceased to exist.

 

Surveying the contemporary scene, Mr. Eliot points out that our standards of culture are lower than they
were fifty years ago, finds evidence of this decay in every department of human activity, and sees no reason
why the decay of culture should not proceed much further. He suggests that culture and religion have a
common root and that if one decays the other may die too. He reminds us that “the Russians have been the
first modern people to practise the political direction of culture consciously, and to attack at every point the
culture of any people whom they wish to dominate.” The appendix includes his broadcasts to Europe, ending
with a plea to preserve the legacy of Greece, Rome, and Israel, and Europe’s legacy throughout the last 2,000
years.

 

“Behind the urbanity, the modesty, the mere good manners of Mr. Eliot’s exposition, one cannot mistake the
force and significance of what he has to say, or ignore that it constitutes a fundamental attack on most of our
assumptions on the subject.”
—THE LONDON SPECTATOR
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From reader reviews:

Anna Wright:

The book Notes towards the Definition of Culture can give more knowledge and also the precise product
information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a good thing like a book Notes towards the
Definition of Culture? A number of you have a different opinion about publication. But one aim that will
book can give many data for us. It is absolutely suitable. Right now, try to closer with the book. Knowledge
or data that you take for that, you are able to give for each other; you could share all of these. Book Notes
towards the Definition of Culture has simple shape however, you know: it has great and big function for you.
You can appearance the enormous world by open up and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Alice Wilkerson:

Reading a publication can be one of a lot of action that everyone in the world really likes. Do you like
reading book therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a
lot of new information. When you read a publication you will get new information mainly because book is
one of numerous ways to share the information or maybe their idea. Second, studying a book will make a
person more imaginative. When you reading a book especially fictional book the author will bring you to
definitely imagine the story how the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your
knowledge to other people. When you read this Notes towards the Definition of Culture, you can tells your
family, friends and soon about yours reserve. Your knowledge can inspire different ones, make them reading
a book.

Mark Adair:

Reading can called thoughts hangout, why? Because if you find yourself reading a book specially book
entitled Notes towards the Definition of Culture your brain will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in each aspect that maybe not known for but surely will end up your mind friends. Imaging every
single word written in a guide then become one type conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Notes towards the Definition of Culture giving you one more experience more than blown
away the mind but also giving you useful info for your better life in this particular era. So now let us explain
to you the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
looking at it, like winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lowell Decoteau:

It is possible to spend your free time you just read this book this reserve. This Notes towards the Definition
of Culture is simple to develop you can read it in the playground, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the particular printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make
you much easier to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Therefore there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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