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“When you say, ‘Black is Beautiful,’ what in fact you are saying . . . is: Man, you are okay as you are; begin
to look upon yourself as a human being.” With such statements, Stephen Biko became the voice of Black
Consciousness. And with Biko’s brutal death in the custody of the South African police, he became a martyr,
an enduring symbol of the horrors of apartheid. Through the lens of visual culture, Biko’s Ghost reveals how
the man and the ideology he promoted have profoundly influenced liberation politics and race discourse—in
South Africa and around the globe—ever since.

Tracing the linked histories of Black Consciousness and its most famous proponent, Biko’s Ghost explores
the concepts of unity, ancestry, and action that lie at the heart of the ideology and the man. It challenges the
dominant historical view of Black Consciousness as ineffectual or racially exclusive, suppressed on the one
side by the apartheid regime and on the other by the African National Congress.

Engaging theories of trauma and representation, and icon and ideology, Shannen L. Hill considers the
martyred Biko as an embattled icon, his image portrayals assuming different shapes and political meanings
in different hands. So, too, does she illuminate how Black Consciousness worked behind the scenes
throughout the 1980s, a decade of heightened popular unrest and state censorship. She shows how—in
streams of imagery that continue to multiply nearly forty years on—Biko’s visage and the ongoing life of
Black Consciousness served as instruments through which artists could combat the abuses of apartheid and
unsettle the “rainbow nation” that followed.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Hubbard:

Why don't make it to become your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important action, like
looking for your favorite reserve and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your short lived problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness.
Try to the actual book Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness as your close friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you truly feel alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
ever. Yeah, it is very fortuned to suit your needs. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you
can know everything by the book. So , we should make new experience and also knowledge with this book.

John McGinnis:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children until adult are different content. As it is
known to us that book is very important for all of us. The book Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black
Consciousness has been making you to know about other information and of course you can take more
information. It is very advantages for you. The e-book Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black
Consciousness is not only giving you much more new information but also to get your friend when you sense
bored. You can spend your own personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship with the
book Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness. You never experience lose out for everything
should you read some books.

Daniel Bailey:

Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of Black Consciousness can be one of your beginner books that are good
idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The author giving
his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Biko's Ghost: The Iconography of
Black Consciousness but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm
resource facts that maybe you can be among it. This great information can easily drawn you into new stage
of crucial considering.

Jerry Bell:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Biko's Ghost: The Iconography
of Black Consciousness is simple to bring you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train in
addition to soon. If you did not have much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the actual
e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save the book in your smart phone. Consequently
there are a lot of benefits that you will get when you buy this book.
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