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One of Japan's foremost twentieth-century photographers, Shomei Tomatsu has created a defining portrait of
postwar Japan. Beginning with his meditation on the devastation caused by the atomic bombs in 11:02
Nagasaki, Tomatsu focused on the tensions between traditional Japanese culture and the nation's growing
Westernization, most notably in his seminal book Nihon. Beginning in the late 1950s, Tomatsu photographed
as many of the American military bases as possible--beginning with those on the main island of Japan and
ending in Okinawa, a much-contested archipelago off the southernmost tip of the country. Tomatsu's
photographs focused on the seismic impact of the American victory and occupation: uniformed American
soldiers carousing in red-light districts with Japanese women; foreign children at play in the seedy landscape
of cities like Yokosuka and Atsugi; and the emerging protest- and counter-culture formed in response to the
ongoing American military presence. He originally named this series Occupation, but later retitled it
Chewing Gum and Chocolate to reflect the handouts given to Japanese kids by the soldiers--sugary and
addictive, but lacking in nutritional value. And although many of his most iconic images are from this series,
the best of this work has never before been gathered together in a single volume. Leo Rubinfien, co-curator
of the photographer's survey Skin of the Nation, contributes an essay that engages with Tomatsu's
ambivalence toward the American occupation and the shifting national identity of Japan. Also included in
this volume are never-before-translated writings by Tomatsu from the 1960s and 70s, providing context for
both the artist's original intentions and the sociopolitical thinking of the time.
Shomei Tomatsu (1930-2012) played a central role in Vivo, a self-managed photography agency, and
founded the publishing house Shaken and the quarterly journal Ken. He participated in the groundbreaking
New Japanese Photography exhibition in 1974 at The Museum of Modern Art, New York, and, in 2011, the
Nagoya City Art Museum featured Tomatsu Shomei: Photographs, a comprehensive survey of his work.
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From reader reviews:

Mary Fleming:

As people who live in the actual modest era should be upgrade about what going on or info even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era that is certainly always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
update themselves by reading through books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems coming
to you is you don't know which one you should start with. This Shomei Tomatsu: Chewing Gum and
Chocolate is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, because book serves what you want
and want in this era.

Charles McCreery:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you might have done when you have spare time, after that why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love Shomei
Tomatsu: Chewing Gum and Chocolate, you may enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still wish to
miss it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh come
on its called reading friends.

Mary McHugh:

Shomei Tomatsu: Chewing Gum and Chocolate can be one of your basic books that are good idea. All of us
recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
terminology, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into delight arrangement in writing Shomei Tomatsu:
Chewing Gum and Chocolate however doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also
based confirm resource details that maybe you can be certainly one of it. This great information could drawn
you into fresh stage of crucial thinking.

Raymond Nelson:

Would you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't ascertain book by its handle may doesn't
work the following is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside search likes. Maybe you answer could be Shomei Tomatsu: Chewing Gum and Chocolate why
because the excellent cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint a person. The inside
or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you
to pick up this book.
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