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ACROSS THE DARK ISLANDS
The War in the Pacific

Floyd W. Radike
Brigadier General, U.S. Army (Ret.)

“I remember sitting in a foxhole on Guadalcanal in the rain. The sergeant I shared the hole with shook his
head and asked me: ‘What in the hell are we doing on this godforsaken island? Why don’t we let the Japs
keep this stinking rock?’ I didn’t have an answer.”

The war in the Pacific has never been portrayed more honestly—or in prose more powerful—than in Across
the Dark Islands. In this unflinching account, Brig. Gen.Floyd W. Radike remembers how he started his
military career in the mud and mayhem of Guadalcanal, fighting a campaign as crucial to the war’s outcome
as it was chaotic and cruel.

Here is no whitewashed view of that war or the men who waged it. Here instead is the sobering story of a
junior officer in a National Guard unit suddenly shipped off to the front lines, disdained by “regular army”
elitists who served beside him, and given second-class status so that others could earn headlines and
promotions. While struggling to survive amid dirt and disease, routine and monotony, Radike endured
harrowing missions incompetently, arrogantly, or just impatiently planned.

As no book ever has, Across the Dark Islands reveals shocking details removed from myth and
sentimentality: how American commanders were intimidated by the Japanese stereotype of fearlessness,
night attacks, and cries of “banzai” . . . how imitations of John Wayne heroics caused immediate death . . .
threats of court-martial quieted accusations of Army injustice . . . and panic and flight destroyed a fight for
the enemy’s Munda Field airstrip, an event that “disappeared from the record and appears in no official
history.”

Emerging from the hellish conditions and military miscalculations is a tribute to common sense, courage, and
respect for proper procedure, attributes that would help the author and soldiers like him to save their lives,
succeed in battle, and win the war. From Guadalcanal to the Philippines to a planned invasion of Japan ended
by the atom bomb, General Radike’s experience spanned the entire course of the pivotal Pacific theater
conflict. Candid and cautionary, his memoir is an important work whose writing rivals that of classic novels
like James Jones’s The Thin Red Line and Norman Mailer’s The Naked and the Dead. It should be read by
anyone looking to join an army or wage a war.



From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Ramona Johnson:

What do you about book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you require something
to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy individual? If you
don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you
have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. The doctor has to answer
that question because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is right. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this Across the Dark Islands: The
War in the Pacific to read.

Linda Mays:

Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We all
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that may increase your knowledge in
vocabulary, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The article writer
giving his/her effort to put every word into enjoyment arrangement in writing Across the Dark Islands: The
War in the Pacific yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest and based confirm resource
details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information can easily drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial considering.

Ella Norman:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or even 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
expertise or thinking skill even analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book as compared
to can satisfy your short time to read it because this all time you only find guide that need more time to be go
through. Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific can be your answer mainly because it can be read
by a person who have those short time problems.

Amy Parr:

You may get this Across the Dark Islands: The War in the Pacific by go to the bookstore or Mall. Simply
viewing or reviewing it may to be your solve problem if you get difficulties on your knowledge. Kinds of
this guide are various. Not only through written or printed but can you enjoy this book through e-book. In the
modern era similar to now, you just looking by your local mobile phone and searching what their problem.
Right now, choose your own ways to get more information about your publication. It is most important to
arrange you to ultimately make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose appropriate ways for
you.
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