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Drawing on the history of the British gentry to explain the contrasting sentiments of American small farmers
and plantation owners, James L. Huston's expansive analysis offers a new understanding of the
socioeconomic factors that fueled sectionalism and ignited the American Civil War. This groundbreaking
study of agriculture's role in the war defies long-held notions that northern industrialization and urbanization
led to clashes between North and South. Rather, Huston argues that the ideological chasm between plantation
owners in the South and family farmers in the North led to the political eruption of 1854-56 and the birth of a
sectionalized party system.

Huston shows that over 70 percent of the northern population-by far the dominant economic and social
element-had close ties to agriculture. More invested in egalitarianism and personal competency than in
capitalism, small farmers in the North operated under a free labor ideology that emphasized the ideals of
independence and mastery over oneself. The ideology of the plantation, by contrast, reflected the
conservative ethos of the British aristocracy, which was the product of immense landed inequality and the
assertion of mastery over others.

By examining the dominant populations in northern and southern congressional districts, Huston reveals that
economic interests pitted the plantation South against the small-farm North. The northern shift toward
Republicanism depended on farmers, not industrialists: While Democrats won the majority of northern farm
congressional districts from 1842 to 1853, they suffered a major defection of these districts from 1854 to
1856, to the antislavery organizations that would soon coalesce into the Republican Party. Utilizing
extensive historical research and close examination of the voting patterns in congressional districts across the
country, James Huston provides a remarkable new context for the origins of the Civil War.
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From reader reviews:

Doreen Harry:

Nowadays reading books be a little more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading
practice give you lot of advantages. The huge benefits you got of course the knowledge the rest of the
information inside the book that will improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on
what kind of guide you read, if you want drive more knowledge just go with training books but if you want
feel happy read one using theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The The British Gentry, the
Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North America
is kind of publication which is giving the reader erratic experience.

Tod Espitia:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their own friends. Usually they undertaking activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within
the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you want to something different to
fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book can be option to fill your totally free time/ holiday. The
first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to try out look for
book, may be the e-book untitled The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer:
Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North America can be very good book to read. May be it might be
best activity to you.

Helen Johnson:

Exactly why? Because this The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer:
Agriculture and Sectional Antagonism in North America is an unordinary book that the inside of the e-book
waiting for you to snap this but latter it will zap you with the secret this inside. Reading this book adjacent to
it was fantastic author who else write the book in such wonderful way makes the content inside of easier to
understand, entertaining means but still convey the meaning totally. So , it is good for you for not hesitating
having this any more or you going to regret it. This excellent book will give you a lot of benefits than the
other book have got such as help improving your proficiency and your critical thinking way. So , still want to
delay having that book? If I have been you I will go to the reserve store hurriedly.

Timothy Bullock:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 as well as 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind talent or
thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in comparison with
can satisfy your short period of time to read it because this time you only find guide that need more time to
be study. The British Gentry, the Southern Planter, and the Northern Family Farmer: Agriculture and
Sectional Antagonism in North America can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those
short time problems.
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