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Throughout the four hundred thousand years that humanity has been collecting fossils, sea urchin fossils, or
echinoids, have continually been among the most prized, from the Paleolithic era, when they decorated flint
axes, to today, when paleobiologists study them for clues to the earth’s history. 

In The Star-Crossed Stone, Kenneth J. McNamara, an expert on fossil echinoids, takes readers on an
incredible fossil hunt, with stops in history, paleontology, folklore, mythology, art, religion, and much more.
Beginning with prehistoric times, when urchin fossils were used as jewelry, McNamara reveals how the
fossil crept into the religious and cultural lives of societies around the world—the roots of the familiar five-
pointed star, for example, can be traced to the pattern found on urchins. But McNamara’s vision is even
broader than that: using our knowledge of early habits of fossil collecting, he explores the evolution of the
human mind itself, drawing striking conclusions about humanity’s earliest appreciation of beauty and the
first stirrings of artistic expression. Along the way, the fossil becomes a nexus through which we meet
brilliant eccentrics and visionary archaeologists and develop new insights into topics as seemingly disparate
as hieroglyphics, Beowulf, and even church organs.

An idiosyncratic celebration of science, nature, and human ingenuity, The Star-Crossed Stone is as charming
and unforgettable as the fossil at its heart.
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From reader reviews:

Sybil Davis:

Here thing why this kind of The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating
Fossil are different and reputable to be yours. First of all examining a book is good but it depends in the
content than it which is the content is as delicious as food or not. The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life,
Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil giving you information deeper including different ways, you can
find any book out there but there is no reserve that similar with The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life,
Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil. It gives you thrill reading through journey, its open up your own
eyes about the thing in which happened in the world which is probably can be happened around you. You
can actually bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your approach home by train. Should you be
having difficulties in bringing the branded book maybe the form of The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life,
Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil in e-book can be your option.

Bobby Kile:

This The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil tend to be reliable
for you who want to be considered a successful person, why. The key reason why of this The Star-Crossed
Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil can be among the great books you must
have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but feed a person with information that
maybe will shock your preceding knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it just about
everywhere and whenever your conditions in e-book and printed types. Beside that this The Star-Crossed
Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil forcing you to have an enormous of
experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day
pastime. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Wilma Hogan:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their free time with their family,
or their own friends. Usually they doing activity like watching television, going to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different to fill your
free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book is usually option to fill your no cost time/ holiday. The first
thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider look for
book, may be the guide untitled The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a
Fascinating Fossil can be great book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Maryann Warren:

Publication is one of source of know-how. We can add our information from it. Not only for students but
native or citizen want book to know the revise information of year in order to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world.



From the book The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a Fascinating Fossil we can
acquire more advantage. Don't someone to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to
read a book. Just simply choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life at this time book The Star-Crossed Stone: The Secret Life, Myths, and History of a
Fascinating Fossil. You can more inviting than now.
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