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"Hawaiian Fishing Legends" an excellent catch for reader (Book Review). Tino Ramirez. Sunday Honolulu
Advertiser and Star Bulletin. March 1992. Hawaii was never a paradise, where fruit fell from the trees and
fish leapt from the ocean for the sake of man. Before Western contact, between 300,000 to 1 million
Hawaiians lived in the islands, gathering food from the mountains; farming the valleys and uplands and
harvesting fish and water-life from streams, fishponds, and the ocean. To ensure abundance and the fair
distribution of food, these resource areas had to be carefully managed, as editor Dennis Kawaharada points
out in the introduction to "Hawaiian Fishing Legends." One prevalent management method was the kapu, or
banning of an activity. In Ka'u on the Big Island, for example, a kapu was placed on inshore fishing and
gathering during the winter. allowing the marine life to regenerate. To end the kapu, a kahuna, or priest, went
to the coast and examined the seaweed, shellfish and fish. Breakers of fishing kapu could be sentenced to
death, or killed by a shark, as was a woman who caught too many squid on Oahu's North Shore. When
fishing commenced, the social classes went out in turn. according to protocol. Distribution of the catch was
also ordered by customary practice, depending on who caught the fish and how many were involved in the
effort. Perhaps those required to be most generous were the alii, the ruling class. Kawaharada refers to the
greedy chief Ha-la-ela, who drowned when his canoe sank under the weight of all the fish he had demanded
from his subjects. Culled from various sources such as Thomas Thrum's "Hawaiian Folk Tales," Abraham
Fornander's "Collection of Hawaiian Antiquities," and the Hawaiian language newspaper "Ka Hoku o
Hawaii," the legends in this collection celebrate the accomplishments of the ancient fishers, giving us insight
into their values. Ku'ula-kai of Maui, for example, devotes himself to fishing, working diligently and taking
care of all his relationships, religious and secular. The fishpond he builds feeds the area's alii: when his
neighbors have no fish, he freely gives his own. His story demonstrates what happens when the proper order
of things is ignored, when the alii and people listen to a troublemaker, forget Ku'ula-kai's righteousness, and
kill the great fisherman who fed them. The fish disappear and everyone starves. Only after Ku'ula-kai's
surviving son restores his parents' spirits to the coast do the fish return, and the alii is killed by his own
appetite. Eventually, Ku'ula-kai is deified as a fishing god. These legends, some translated from the
Hawaiian language by Esther Mookini especially for the collection, stand well on their own as stories. The
glossary, maps of the legendary sites, and Kawaharada's extensive introduction and notes enrich them.
Providing references to other legends and stories associated with the places named, the notes also describe
Polynesian fishing practices, from the use of stone images to lure turtles, to the building of log platforms for
catching freshwater 'o'opu. The second book of works translated from the Hawaiian and published by
Kalamaku Press in two years, "Hawaiian Fishing Legends" is another welcome volume to the body of
Hawaiian literature. Besides being a good read, this one makes a lot of material available to scholars,
teachers and writers. The proper practice of many of the fishing techniques described here may be forgotten,
but the legends' values, characters and metaphors are not.
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From reader reviews:

Jack Unger:

The book Hawaiian Fishing Traditions make you feel enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable more increase. Book can to be your best friend when you getting anxiety or having big problem
with the subject. If you can make studying a book Hawaiian Fishing Traditions to get your habit, you can get
far more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about a few or all subjects. You
may know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book Hawaiian Fishing Traditions. Kinds of book
are several. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you think about this
guide?

Corinne Parsons:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to read? May be the book with the concept Hawaiian Fishing
Traditions suitable to you? The actual book was written by popular writer in this era. The actual book
untitled Hawaiian Fishing Traditionsis one of several books that everyone read now. This specific book was
inspired many men and women in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new way of
measuring that you ever know just before. The author explained their strategy in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to know the core of this publication. This book will give you a lot of information about
this world now. To help you see the represented of the world with this book.

Bruce Hardin:

A lot of people always spent their particular free time to vacation or perhaps go to the outside with them
family members or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching
TV, or maybe playing video games all day long. If you want to try to find a new activity that is look different
you can read any book. It is really fun for you personally. If you enjoy the book that you read you can spent
all day every day to reading a book. The book Hawaiian Fishing Traditions it doesn't matter what good to
read. There are a lot of those who recommended this book. These people were enjoying reading this book. In
the event you did not have enough space to deliver this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can
m0ore simply to read this book through your smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book
possesses high quality.

Manuel Rose:

Do you like reading a guide? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book had been rare? Why so
many question for the book? But any kind of people feel that they enjoy to get reading. Some people likes
looking at, not only science book but novel and Hawaiian Fishing Traditions or perhaps others sources were
given information for you. After you know how the truly amazing a book, you feel need to read more and
more. Science book was created for teacher as well as students especially. Those guides are helping them to
include their knowledge. In different case, beside science e-book, any other book likes Hawaiian Fishing
Traditions to make your spare time far more colorful. Many types of book like this.
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