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With his second book, They Came Like Swallows (1937), Maxwell found his signature subject matter-the
fragility of human happiness-as well as his voice, a quiet, cadenced Midwestern voice that John Updike has
called one of the wisest and kindest in American fiction. Set against the background of the Spanish flu
epidemic of 1918, this short novel presents the loving character of Elizabeth Morison, a devoted wife and
mother, through the eyes of those whom she is fated to leave decades before her time. Edmund Wilson
described The Folded Leaf (1945) as "a quite unconventional study of adolescent relationships-between two
boys, with a girl in the offing-in Chicago and in a Middle Western college: very much lived and very much
seen." He praised this "drama of the immature" for the compassion Maxwell brings to his male protagonists,
whose intensely felt, unarticulated bond is beyond their inchoate ability to understand. Time Will Darken It
(1948) is a drama of the mature: a good man's struggle to keep duty before desire and his family's needs
before his own. It paints a portrait of Draperville, Illinois, in 1912, a proud and isolated community governed
by gossip, where an ambitious young woman must not overreach the limits society has placed on her sex,
and an older, married gentleman must not encourage her should she dare. Together with these major works,
this Library of America edition of Maxwell's early fiction collects his lighthearted first novel, Bright Center
of Heaven (1934), out of print for nearly 70 years, and nine masterly short stories. It concludes with "The
Writer as Illusionist" (1955), Maxwell's fullest statement on the art of fiction as he practiced it.
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From reader reviews:

Jerald Elliott:

Do you have favorite book? When you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to be aware of everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or goal; it means that book has
different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their the perfect time to read a book. They may be
reading whatever they acquire because their hobby is usually reading a book. What about the person who
don't like studying a book? Sometime, man or woman feel need book once they found difficult problem or
maybe exercise. Well, probably you should have this Maxwell: Early Novels and Stories: Bright Center of
Heaven, They Came Like Swallows, the Folded Leaf, Time Will Darken It, Stories (The Library of
America).

Tracy Caudle:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to choose book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not attempting Maxwell: Early Novels and
Stories: Bright Center of Heaven, They Came Like Swallows, the Folded Leaf, Time Will Darken It, Stories
(The Library of America) that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by reading this book.
Reading behavior all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how
they react to the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky person but for
all of you who wants to become success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good
habit, you can pick Maxwell: Early Novels and Stories: Bright Center of Heaven, They Came Like
Swallows, the Folded Leaf, Time Will Darken It, Stories (The Library of America) become your own starter.

Martha Royal:

You may spend your free time you just read this book this guide. This Maxwell: Early Novels and Stories:
Bright Center of Heaven, They Came Like Swallows, the Folded Leaf, Time Will Darken It, Stories (The
Library of America) is simple to develop you can read it in the park your car, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not get much space to bring typically the printed book, you can buy the particular e-book. It
is make you simpler to read it. You can save the actual book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of
benefits that you will get when one buys this book.

Donald Warren:

Book is one of source of information. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen have to have book to know the upgrade information of year to be able to year.
As we know those books have many advantages. Beside we all add our knowledge, can also bring us to
around the world. Through the book Maxwell: Early Novels and Stories: Bright Center of Heaven, They
Came Like Swallows, the Folded Leaf, Time Will Darken It, Stories (The Library of America) we can



acquire more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? To become creative person must choose to read a
book. Only choose the best book that appropriate with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life
with this book Maxwell: Early Novels and Stories: Bright Center of Heaven, They Came Like Swallows, the
Folded Leaf, Time Will Darken It, Stories (The Library of America). You can more inviting than now.
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