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Born Eileen Mary Challans in London in 1905, Mary Renault wrote six successful contemporary novels
before turning to the historical fiction about ancient Greece for which she is best known. While Renault's
novels are still highly regarded, her life and work have never been completely examined. Caroline Zilboorg
seeks to remedy this in The Masks of Mary Renault by exploring Renault's identity as a gifted writer and a
sexual woman in a society in which neither of these identities was clear or easy.

Although Renault's life was anything but ordinary, this fact has often been obscured by her writing. The
daughter of a doctor, she grew up comfortably and attended a boarding school in Bristol. She received a
degree in English from St. Hugh's College in Oxford in 1928, but she chose not to pursue an academic
career. Instead, she decided to attend the Radcliffe Infirmary in Oxford, where she trained to be a nurse.
With the outbreak of the Second World War, she was assigned to the Winford Emergency Hospital in Bristol
and briefly worked with Dunkirk evacuees. She went on to work in the Radcliffe Infirmary's brain surgery
ward and was there until 1945.

It was during her nurse's training that Renault met Julie Mullard, who became her lifelong companion. This
important lesbian relationship both resolved and posed many problems for Renault, not the least of which
was how she was to write about issues at once intensely personal and socially challenging. In 1939, Renault
published her first novel under a pseudonym in order to mask her identity. It was a time when she was
struggling not only with her vocation (nursing and writing), but also with her sexual identity in the social and
moral context of English life during the war.

In 1948, Renault left England with Mullard for South Africa and never returned. It was in South Africa that
she made the shift from her early contemporary novels of manners to the mature historical novels of Hellenic
life. The classical settings allowed Renault to mask material too explosive to deal with directly while
simultaneously giving her an "academic" freedom to write about subjects vital to her—among them war,
peace, career, women's roles, female and male homosexuality, and bisexuality.

Renault's reception complicates an understanding of her achievement, for she has a special status within the
academic community, where she is both widely read and little written about. Her interest in sexuality and
specifically in homosexuality and bisexuality, in fluid gender roles and identities, warrants a rereading and
reevaluation of her work. Eloquently written and extensively researched, The Masks of Mary Renault will be
of special value to anyone interested in women's studies or English literature.
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From reader reviews:

James Dungan:

Reading a guide can be one of a lot of pastime that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
therefore. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a e-book will give you a lot of new
information. When you read a book you will get new information simply because book is one of several
ways to share the information or perhaps their idea. Second, examining a book will make an individual more
imaginative. When you reading a book especially tale fantasy book the author will bring one to imagine the
story how the figures do it anything. Third, you can share your knowledge to other individuals. When you
read this The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography, it is possible to tells your family, friends and
soon about yours guide. Your knowledge can inspire average, make them reading a guide.

Katie Doll:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to perform! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family, or
their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, likely to beach, or picnic within the
park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something different to fill
your own free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your free time/
holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to test
look for book, may be the guide untitled The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography can be fine book
to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Charles Buffington:

The book The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography has a lot details on it. So when you make sure
to read this book you can get a lot of advantage. The book was authored by the very famous author. The
writer makes some research ahead of write this book. This kind of book very easy to read you can get the
point easily after looking over this book.

Jean Taylor:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not striving The Masks of Mary Renault: A
Literary Biography that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book.
Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world considerably better
then how they react toward the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading addiction only for the
geeky individual but for all of you who wants to end up being success person. So , for all you who want to
start studying as your good habit, you can pick The Masks of Mary Renault: A Literary Biography become
your personal starter.
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