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For fifty-five years, the United States and Saudi Arabia were solid partners. Then came the 9/11 attacks,
which sorely tested that relationship. In Thicker than Oil, Rachel Bronson reveals why the partnership
became so intimate and how the countries' shared interests sowed the seeds of today's most pressing
problem--Islamic radicalism. Drawing on a wide range of archival material, declassified documents, and
interviews with leading Saudi and American officials, Bronson chronicles a history of close, and always
controversial, contacts. She argues that contrary to popular belief the relationship was never simply about
"oil for security." Saudi Arabia's geographic location and religiously motivated foreign policy figured
prominently in American efforts to defeat "godless communism." From Africa to Afghanistan, Egypt to
Nicaragua, the two worked to beat back Soviet expansion. But decisions made for hardheaded Cold War
purposes left behind a legacy that today enflames the Middle East. In this landmark work, Bronson exposes
the political calculations that drove this secretive relationship. Her lively narrative is interwoven with
colorful stories of diplomatic adventures and misadventures--including details of high-level backchannel
conversations, awkward cross-cultural encounters, and a bizarre American request for the Saudi government
to subsidize Polish pork exports, a demand the U.S. Ambassador refused to deliver. Looking forward, she
outlines the challenges confronting the relationship. The Saudi government faces a zealous internal
opposition bent on America's and Saudi Arabia's destruction. Yet from the perspective of both countries, the
status quo is clearly unsustainable. This book shows how this crucial relationship evolved, and suggests ways
to chart its future course.
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From reader reviews:

Darlene Johnson:

Book is to be different for every single grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As we know
that book is very important for us. The book Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi
Arabia has been making you to know about other expertise and of course you can take more information. It
is extremely advantages for you. The publication Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi
Arabia is not only giving you a lot more new information but also being your friend when you feel bored.
You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make relationship together with the
book Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia. You never experience lose out for
everything in case you read some books.

Richard Pease:

This Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia book is not really ordinary book,
you have after that it the world is in your hands. The benefit you have by reading this book is actually
information inside this publication incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper you actually
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with
Saudi Arabia without we know teach the one who reading it become critical in contemplating and analyzing.
Don't always be worry Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia can bring
whenever you are and not make your bag space or bookshelves' turn into full because you can have it with
your lovely laptop even telephone. This Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia
having good arrangement in word and also layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Donald Bonilla:

The e-book with title Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia has a lot of
information that you can learn it. You can get a lot of help after read this book. This kind of book exist new
expertise the information that exist in this e-book represented the condition of the world currently. That is
important to yo7u to be aware of how the improvement of the world. That book will bring you in new era of
the syndication. You can read the e-book on your smart phone, so you can read it anywhere you want.

Carrie Mathis:

That e-book can make you to feel relax. This kind of book Thicker than Oil: America's Uneasy Partnership
with Saudi Arabia was vibrant and of course has pictures on there. As we know that book Thicker than Oil:
America's Uneasy Partnership with Saudi Arabia has many kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For
example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are the character on there.
Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers up you feel happy, fun and loosen up.
Try to choose the best book for you personally and try to like reading which.
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