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What is What? Could it be that noted author Mark Kurlansky has written a very short, terrifically witty,
deeply thought-provoking book entirely in the form of questions? A book that draws on philosophy, religion,
literature, policy-indeed, all of civilization-to ask what may well be the twenty most important questions in
human history? Or has he given us a really smart, impossibly amusing game of twenty questions? Kurlansky
considers the work of Confucius, Plato, Gertrude Stein, Shakespeare, Descartes, Nietzsche, Freud,
Hemingway, Emily Dickinson, the Talmud, Charles de Gaulle, Virginia Woolf, and others, distilling the
deep questions of life to their sparkling essence. What? supplies endless fodder for thoughtful conversation
but also endless opportunity to ponder and be challenged by-and entertained by-these questions in
refreshingly original ways. As Kurlansky says, In a world that seems devoid of absolute certainties, how can
we make declarative statements? Without asking the questions, how will we ever get to the answers? "Why
are we here? Why is all of this here? Why do we die? What is death? What does it mean that outer space is
infinite and what is after infinity? What is the significance of birdflight, why does matter decay, and how is
our life different from that of a mosquito? Is there an end to these questions or is questioning as infinite as
space?" With his striking black-and-white woodcut illustrations throughout, this handsome volume is a tour
de force that packs a tremendous wallop in a deliciously compact package.
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From reader reviews:

Jennifer Lorenzo:

The book What?: Are These the 20 Most Important Questions in Human History--Or is This a Game of 20
Questions? can give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Why then must we leave a
good thing like a book What?: Are These the 20 Most Important Questions in Human History--Or is This a
Game of 20 Questions?? Wide variety you have a different opinion about guide. But one aim in which book
can give many facts for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try to closer with your book. Knowledge or
information that you take for that, you could give for each other; you could share all of these. Book What?:
Are These the 20 Most Important Questions in Human History--Or is This a Game of 20 Questions? has
simple shape however you know: it has great and big function for you. You can seem the enormous world by
start and read a publication. So it is very wonderful.

Randy Acevedo:

Nowadays reading books become more and more than want or need but also turn into a life style. This
reading routine give you lot of advantages. Associate programs you got of course the knowledge even the
information inside the book that improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based
on what kind of e-book you read, if you want attract knowledge just go with training books but if you want
sense happy read one having theme for entertaining for example comic or novel. The actual What?: Are
These the 20 Most Important Questions in Human History--Or is This a Game of 20 Questions? is kind of
publication which is giving the reader capricious experience.

Mary Fox:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray anyone, why because this What?: Are These the 20 Most Important
Questions in Human History--Or is This a Game of 20 Questions? publication written by well-known writer
we are excited for well how to make book that could be understand by anyone who also read the book.
Written in good manner for you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your current
hunger then you still hesitation What?: Are These the 20 Most Important Questions in Human History--Or is
This a Game of 20 Questions? as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't ascertain book by its handle, so do you still needing yet another sixth sense to
pick this specific!? Oh come on your examining sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.

Wanda Collins:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of personal references to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. Typically the book



that recommended to your account is What?: Are These the 20 Most Important Questions in Human History-
-Or is This a Game of 20 Questions? this book consist a lot of the information with the condition of this
world now. That book was represented just how can the world has grown up. The terminology styles that
writer use to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some study when he makes this book.
That is why this book appropriate all of you.
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