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Two interesting items:
The author's article in New York Archives
A letter regarding foundlings in The Riverdale Press

In the nineteenth century, foundlings—children abandoned by their desperately poor, typically unmarried
mothers, usually shortly after birth—were commonplace in European society. There were asylums in every
major city to house abandoned babies, and writers made them the heroes of their fiction, most notably
Charles Dickens's Oliver Twist. In American cities before the Civil War the situation was different, with
foundlings relegated to the poorhouse instead of institutions designed specifically for their care. By the eve
of the Civil War, New York City in particular had an epidemic of foundlings on its hands due to the rapid
and often interlinked phenomena of urban development, population growth, immigration, and mass poverty.
Only then did the city's leaders begin to worry about the welfare and future of its abandoned children.

In Abandoned, Julie Miller offers a fascinating, frustrating, and often heartbreaking history of a once
devastating, now forgotten social problem that wracked America's biggest metropolis, New York City. Filled
with anecdotes and personal stories, Miller traces the shift in attitudes toward foundlings from ignorance,
apathy, and sometimes pity for the children and their mothers to that of recognition of the problem as a sign
of urban moral decline and in need of systematic intervention. Assistance came from public officials and
religious reformers who constructed four institutions: the Nursery and Child's Hospital's foundling asylum,
the New York Infant Asylum, the New York Foundling Asylum, and the public Infant Hospital, located on
Randall's Island in the East River.

Ultimately, the foundling asylums were unable to significantly improve children’s lives, and by the early
twentieth century, three out of the four foundling asylums had closed, as adoption took the place of
abandonment and foster care took the place of institutions. Today the word foundling has been largely
forgotten. Fortunately, Abandoned rescues its history from obscurity.
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From reader reviews:

Katherine Anderson:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can realize everything you want by a book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading skill was fluently. A guide Abandoned: Foundlings in Nineteenth-Century New York
City will make you to always be smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you can know about anything.
But some of you think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun.
Why they could be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or acceptable book with you?

Melanie Finnegan:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make someone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information better to share.
You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You will
observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to you
personally is Abandoned: Foundlings in Nineteenth-Century New York City this guide consist a lot of the
information with the condition of this world now. This kind of book was represented how do the world has
grown up. The words styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. The actual writer made some
analysis when he makes this book. This is why this book suited all of you.

Donald Wexler:

Is it an individual who having spare time subsequently spend it whole day through watching television
programs or just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Abandoned: Foundlings in
Nineteenth-Century New York City can be the solution, oh how comes? A book you know. You are
consequently out of date, spending your time by reading in this fresh era is common not a nerd activity. So
what these publications have than the others?

Gigi Brown:

You can obtain this Abandoned: Foundlings in Nineteenth-Century New York City by look at the bookstore
or Mall. Simply viewing or reviewing it could possibly to be your solve problem if you get difficulties for
your knowledge. Kinds of this publication are various. Not only by written or printed and also can you enjoy
this book by means of e-book. In the modern era just like now, you just looking from your mobile phone and
searching what your problem. Right now, choose your personal ways to get more information about your
guide. It is most important to arrange yourself to make your knowledge are still up-date. Let's try to choose
correct ways for you.
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