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Yukichi Fukuzawa (1835-1901) was a leading figure in the cultural revolution that transformed Japan from
an isolated feudal nation into a full-fledged player in the modern world. He translated a wide range of
Western works and adapted them to Japanese needs, inventing a colorful prose style close to the vernacular.
He also authored many books, which were critical in introducing the powerful but alien culture of the West
to the Japanese. Only by adopting the strengths and virtues of the West, he argued, could Japan maintain its
independence despite the "disease" of foreign relations.

Dictated by Fukuzawa in 1897, this autobiography offers a vivid portrait of the intellectual's life story and a
rare look inside the formation of a new Japan. Starting with his childhood in a small castle town as a member
of the lower samurai class, Fukuzawa recounts in great detail his adventures as a student learning Dutch, as a
traveler bound for America, and as a participant in the tumultuous politics of the pre-Restoration era.
Particularly notable is Fukuzawa's ability to view the new Japan from both the perspective of the West and
that of the old Japan in which he had been raised. While a strong advocate for the new civilization, he was
always aware of its roots in the old.
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From reader reviews:

Lisa Gaither:

Here thing why that Autobiography are different and trusted to be yours. First of all reading through a book
is good nevertheless it depends in the content of computer which is the content is as delicious as food or not.
Autobiography giving you information deeper as different ways, you can find any publication out there but
there is no reserve that similar with Autobiography. It gives you thrill looking at journey, its open up your
eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is possibly can be happened around you. It is easy
to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your means home by train. If you are having difficulties in
bringing the branded book maybe the form of Autobiography in e-book can be your substitute.

Charles Smith:

Hey guys, do you wishes to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the headline
Autobiography suitable to you? Typically the book was written by renowned writer in this era. The particular
book untitled Autobiographyis a single of several books that everyone read now. This kind of book was
inspired many people in the world. When you read this book you will enter the new age that you ever know
prior to. The author explained their plan in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to know the
core of this publication. This book will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you
can see the represented of the world with this book.

Martina Lassiter:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The e-book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, quick story and the biggest an example may be novel. Now, why not hoping Autobiography that give
your entertainment preference will be satisfied by reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the way for people to know world much better then how they react toward the world. It can't be
stated constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky man or woman but for all of you who wants to be
success person. So , for all you who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Autobiography
become your own personal starter.

Myra Hackett:

This Autobiography is great reserve for you because the content that is full of information for you who have
always deal with world and still have to make decision every minute. This book reveal it info accurately
using great coordinate word or we can claim no rambling sentences in it. So if you are read that hurriedly
you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but tough
core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Autobiography in your hand like finding the
world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous a single. We can say that no reserve that offer you world
throughout ten or fifteen small right but this publication already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hi
Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt which?
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