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With insight and clarity, Norman Pratt makes available to the general reader an understanding of the major
elements that shaped Seneca's plays. These he defines as Neo-Stoicism, declamatory rhetoric, and the
chaotic, violent conditions of Senecan society.

Seneca's drama shows the nature of this society and uses freely the declamatory rhetorical techniques
familiar to any well-educated Roman. But the most important element, Pratt argues, is Neo-Stoicism,
including technical aspects of this philosophy that previously have escaped notice. With these ingredients
Seneca transformed the themes and characters inherited from Greek drama, casting them in a form that so
radically departs from the earlier drama that Seneca's plays require a different mode of criticism.

"The greatest need in the criticism of this drama is to understand its legitimacy as drama of a new kind in the
anicent tradition," Pratt writes. "It cannot be explained as an inferior imitation of Greek tragedy because,
though inferior, it is not imitative in the strict sense of the word and has its own nature and motivation."

Pratt shows the functional interrelationship among philosophy, rhetoric, and "society" in Seneca's nine plays
and assesses the plays' dramatic qualities. He finds that however melodramatic the plays may seem to the
modern reader, Seneca's own career as Nero's mentor, statesman, and spokesman was scarcely less
tumultuous than the lives of his characters. When the Neo-Stoicism and rhetoric of the plays are charged
with Seneca's own tortured, passionate life, Pratt concludes, "The result is inevitably melodrama, melodrama
of such energy and force that it changed the course of Western drama."

Originally published in 1983.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Donald Hidalgo:

Book is to be different for each grade. Book for children right up until adult are different content. As you
may know that book is very important for people. The book Seneca's Drama was making you to know about
other knowledge and of course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you.
The book Seneca's Drama is not only giving you much more new information but also to become your friend
when you sense bored. You can spend your personal spend time to read your e-book. Try to make
relationship together with the book Seneca's Drama. You never experience lose out for everything if you
read some books.

Wendell Nadeau:

This Seneca's Drama book is not ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you
obtain by reading this book is actually information inside this e-book incredible fresh, you will get
information which is getting deeper you read a lot of information you will get. This specific Seneca's Drama
without we realize teach the one who reading it become critical in imagining and analyzing. Don't always be
worry Seneca's Drama can bring any time you are and not make your handbag space or bookshelves' turn
into full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Seneca's Drama having very
good arrangement in word along with layout, so you will not feel uninterested in reading.

Blair Chappell:

The guide untitled Seneca's Drama is the reserve that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality
of the guide content that will be shown to you. The language that creator use to explained their ideas are
easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the book, so the information
that they share to you personally is absolutely accurate. You also could possibly get the e-book of Seneca's
Drama from the publisher to make you a lot more enjoy free time.

Debra Daniel:

Beside that Seneca's Drama in your phone, it can give you a way to get nearer to the new knowledge or info.
The information and the knowledge you may got here is fresh from the oven so don't become worry if you
feel like an aged people live in narrow small town. It is good thing to have Seneca's Drama because this book
offers for your requirements readable information. Do you often have book but you seldom get what it's
about. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement here
cannot be questionable, just like treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find this
book as well as read it from now!
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