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Broadway, the main street that runs through Robert Pinsky’s home town of Long Branch, New Jersey, was
once like thousands of other main streets in small towns across the country. But for Pinsky, one of America’s
most admired poets and its former Poet Laureate, this Broadway is the point of departure for a lively journey
through the small towns of the American imagination. Thousands of Broadways explores the dreams and
nightmares of such small towns—their welcoming yet suffocating, warm yet prejudicial character during
their heyday, from the early nineteenth century through World War II.

The citizens of quintessential small towns know one another extensively and even intimately, but fail to
recognize the geniuses and criminal minds in their midst. Bringing the works of such figures as Mark Twain,
William Faulkner, Alfred Hitchcock, Thornton Wilder, Willa Cather, and Preston Sturges to bear on this
paradox, as well as reflections on his own time growing up in a small town, Pinsky explores how such
imperfect knowledge shields communities from the anonymity and alienation of modern life. Along the way,
he also considers how small towns can be small minded—in some cases viciously judgmental and
oppressively provincial. Ultimately, Pinsky examines the uneasy regard that creative talents like him often
have toward the small towns that either nurtured or thwarted their artistic impulses.

Of living in a small town, Sherwood Anderson once wrote that "the sensation is one never to be forgotten.
On all sides are ghosts, not of the dead, but of living people." Passionate, lyrical, and intensely moving,
Thousands of Broadways is a rich exploration of this crucial theme in American literature by one of its most
distinguished figures.
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From reader reviews:

William Nix:

This book untitled Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of the American Small Town (The
Rice University Campbell Lectures) to be one of several books which best seller in this year, that is because
when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit into it. You will easily to buy this kind of book in the
book retailer or you can order it by using online. The publisher with this book sells the e-book too. It makes
you more easily to read this book, because you can read this book in your Touch screen phone. So there is no
reason for you to past this reserve from your list.

Kevin Swafford:

In this time globalization it is important to someone to find information. The information will make you to
definitely understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information simpler
to share. You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, magazine, book, and soon. You
can view that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. Typically the book that recommended for
you is Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of the American Small Town (The Rice University
Campbell Lectures) this publication consist a lot of the information with the condition of this world now.
That book was represented how does the world has grown up. The language styles that writer use to explain
it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some exploration when he makes this book. This is why
this book appropriate all of you.

Keith Barnett:

Is it a person who having spare time after that spend it whole day by simply watching television programs or
just resting on the bed? Do you need something new? This Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and
Nightmares of the American Small Town (The Rice University Campbell Lectures) can be the answer, oh
how comes? The new book you know. You are consequently out of date, spending your extra time by
reading in this completely new era is common not a nerd activity. So what these publications have than the
others?

Pamela Prince:

Within this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than
other. Do you want to become among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you have to do is just
spending your time very little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the
top record in your reading list will be Thousands of Broadways: Dreams and Nightmares of the American
Small Town (The Rice University Campbell Lectures). This book which is qualified as The Hungry Slopes
can get you closer in turning into precious person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can
get many advantages.
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