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In ongoing efforts to understand the "exceptionalism" of the American labor movement, historians have
proposed a reason why American unions never fully embraced the independent and social democratic
politics of their European counterparts: a hostile legal system, they argue, fostered a deep distrust of state
intervention among early labor leaders. Thomas Clark joins revisionists in questioning this "apolitical" and
"antistatist" characterization of the early labor movement, but from a new perspective. By focusing on law
and labor activity at the state level rather than the national level and using California as his case study, Clark
shows how legal hostility pushed labor into politics on a local level with greater urgency and failed to
compel labor to oppose state intervention more generally.

Focusing on California provides Clark a unique opportunity to investigate the law's impact in two different
settings-"closed shop" San Francisco and "open shop" Los Angeles-within the parameters of a single state
legal system. Clark describes how local court and police hostility pushed labor into periodic experiments
with third-party politics, and, as in San Francisco, sometimes helped labor achieve some measure of control
over the police. Since employers could still turn to state courts for injunctions, unions began an anti-
injunction campaign through interest-group lobbying and building coalitions with Progressive reformers. As
it sought to limit state intervention in labor disputes, the movement still pursued an array of state-sponsored
reforms. Such approaches to law and politics, argues Clark, forecast the labor-liberal alliance that would
become the hallmark of the New Deal coalition.
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From reader reviews:

Misty Barrientos:

What do you with regards to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
want something to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy person? If you don't
have spare time to do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored faster. And you have spare
time? What did you do? Everyone has many questions above. The doctor has to answer that question because
just their can do that. It said that about guide. Book is familiar in each person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular Defending Rights: Law, Labor Politics, and the
State in California, 1890-1925 to read.

Angela Taylor:

This Defending Rights: Law, Labor Politics, and the State in California, 1890-1925 book is absolutely not
ordinary book, you have it then the world is in your hands. The benefit you get by reading this book is
usually information inside this book incredible fresh, you will get info which is getting deeper an individual
read a lot of information you will get. This particular Defending Rights: Law, Labor Politics, and the State in
California, 1890-1925 without we understand teach the one who looking at it become critical in
contemplating and analyzing. Don't be worry Defending Rights: Law, Labor Politics, and the State in
California, 1890-1925 can bring whenever you are and not make your tote space or bookshelves' turn out to
be full because you can have it inside your lovely laptop even telephone. This Defending Rights: Law, Labor
Politics, and the State in California, 1890-1925 having good arrangement in word along with layout, so you
will not feel uninterested in reading.

David Binkley:

Typically the book Defending Rights: Law, Labor Politics, and the State in California, 1890-1925 has a lot
associated with on it. So when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was written by the
very famous author. This articles author makes some research prior to write this book. This kind of book
very easy to read you can get the point easily after reading this book.

Elsie Wallace:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because when you find yourself reading a book especially book
entitled Defending Rights: Law, Labor Politics, and the State in California, 1890-1925 your mind will drift
away trough every dimension, wandering in each aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely might be your
mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one form conclusion and
explanation which maybe you never get previous to. The Defending Rights: Law, Labor Politics, and the
State in California, 1890-1925 giving you another experience more than blown away your brain but also
giving you useful information for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you the relaxing
pattern the following is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished examining it, like



winning an activity. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?
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