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"Turning the pages of this book, you will read about many remarkable people, and many weird and
wonderful happenings, but you will also discover, I think, why opera is, and always has been, such an
exciting phenomenon. Its story is, in its own right, a wonderful and enthralling drama." -Kiri Te Kanawa

Whether you love Mozart or Puccini; Caruso, Callas, or Pavarotti; here's a book sure to delight both longtime
opera lovers and those new to this most dramatic of all musical forms.

Published on the 400th anniversary of the first performance of the very first opera, this richly illustrated
volume presents a wealth of performance photographs, stage designs, and paintings. It brings the history of
opera to life through the individual stories of the hundreds of people who created it-composers, librettists,
impresarios, conductors, directors, and, of course, singers.

The book is organized chronologically, with sections devoted to the great Italian, German, French, English,
and Russian operas and artists. The final chapter surveys the many figures-directors such as Visconti,
Zeffirelli, and Wieland Wagner; performers such as Domingo, Sills, Sutherland, and Norman; and artists,
from David Hockney to Robert Wilson-who have brought opera to a broad new audience in the late 20th
century.

Richard Somerset-Ward is former head of Music & Arts Programming for BBC Television, where he was
responsible for many opera broadcasts and recordings. He is currently an independent writer and television
producer in New York.
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From reader reviews:

Danny Exum:

The guide untitled The Story of Opera is the book that recommended to you to learn. You can see the quality
of the e-book content that will be shown to you. The language that article author use to explained their way
of doing something is easily to understand. The article author was did a lot of exploration when write the
book, and so the information that they share for your requirements is absolutely accurate. You also could
possibly get the e-book of The Story of Opera from the publisher to make you considerably more enjoy free
time.

Kirsten Ferguson:

Spent a free the perfect time to be fun activity to try and do! A lot of people spent their down time with their
family, or their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, going to beach, or
picnic from the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you need to something
different to fill your own personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book could be option to
fill your free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of publication that you should
read. If you want to attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled The Story of Opera can be great
book to read. May be it could be best activity to you.

Bernice Bland:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them household
or their friend. Did you know? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as well as
playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity that is look different you can
read a book. It is really fun to suit your needs. If you enjoy the book which you read you can spent all day
long to reading a book. The book The Story of Opera it is rather good to read. There are a lot of folks that
recommended this book. They were enjoying reading this book. In the event you did not have enough space
to develop this book you can buy the particular e-book. You can m0ore easily to read this book out of your
smart phone. The price is not too expensive but this book provides high quality.

Kay Davidson:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from the jawhorse. You can take knowledge and
information coming from a book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source this filled update
of news. In this modern era like today, many ways to get information are available for you. From media
social like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to
find the The Story of Opera when you required it?
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