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What is intellectual history? Those who practice intellectual history have described themselves as
eavesdroppers upon the conversations of the past, explorers of alien ideological worlds, and translators
between historic societies and our own, while their critics have often derided them as narrow-mindedly
studying the ideas of dead white men. Some consider the discipline to be among the most important in the
humanities and social sciences because it facilitates a better understanding of contemporary ideological
programmes and facilitates their rational evaluation.

In this engaging and refreshing introduction to the field, Richard Whatmore begins by examining the
historical development of intellectual history, before dissecting its various methodological debates. He
presents various alternative ways in which we should think about intellectual history, as well as presenting
his own very clear definition of the field. Drawing on a wide range of historical examples, Whatmore shows
how ideas - philosophical, political, religious, scientific, artistic - originated in their historical context and
how they were both shaped by, and helped to shape, the societies in which they originated. He ends by
casting a critical eye over the current state of intellectual history, and a brief discussion of how it might
develop in the future.

What is Intellectual History? will become an essential textbook for scholars and students of intellectual
history, philosophy, politics, and the humanities.
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From reader reviews:

Ruth Williams:

Book is usually written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a e-
book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Beside that you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide What is Intellectual History? (What is
History?) will make you to be smarter. You can feel more confidence if you can know about almost
everything. But some of you think this open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not
necessarily make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or
appropriate book with you?

Pauline Bardwell:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a understanding or any news even a concern. What people must be
consider when those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's taking
seriously which one works to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you find the unstable
resource then you buy it as your main information there will be huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen within you if you take What is Intellectual History? (What is History?) as your
daily resource information.

Rosa Rodriguez:

Are you kind of occupied person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your day time to upgrading your mind
skill or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your short period of time to read it because all this time you only find guide that
need more time to be learn. What is Intellectual History? (What is History?) can be your answer given it can
be read by an individual who have those short time problems.

Donald Rivera:

Some people said that they feel fed up when they reading a book. They are directly felt this when they get a
half areas of the book. You can choose the actual book What is Intellectual History? (What is History?) to
make your reading is interesting. Your current skill of reading skill is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose easy book to make you enjoy to see it and mingle the opinion about book and studying
especially. It is to be very first opinion for you to like to wide open a book and go through it. Beside that the
book What is Intellectual History? (What is History?) can to be your friend when you're truly feel alone and
confuse with what must you're doing of that time.
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