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Like many UK cities Birmingham was heavily bombed during the Second World War and as with so many
bombed British cities, and many un-bombed ones that jumped on to the re-planning bandwagon, there was a
clear imperative to reconstruct. But Birmingham was atypical in how it went about this. The city had begun
planning in the mid-1930s, principally to replace vast quantities of slum housing – and there had been
suggestions about ring roads even from the time of the First World War. So plans were available virtually
ready to go, and were approved by a private Act of Parliament in 1946.

Yet within Birmingham there were individuals and organisations with a great interest and influence in
planning matters. This followed a significant and long-standing local tradition from the Chamberlain family
to Nettlefold’s pioneering work on planning and housing at the start of the twentieth century. Prominent
amongst these was the Cadbury family and the Bournville Village Trust, and one of its immediate responses
to bomb damage was the book, When We Build Again.

This was immediately influential in several respects, as contemporary reviews and ongoing citations
demonstrate. It highlighted some less-palatable truths about conditions in the city and more widely, with
ideas about what might be done. To modern eyes some of these are radical – for example the wholesale
redevelopment of the Jewellery Quarter – an area which was recently proposed for World Heritage status.
The origins of the derided post-war comprehensive clearance approach lie in these papers. Further, it used
innovative and striking graphics to communicate statistical information to lay readers, including the use of 
striking photography of places and, particularly, people.

Also included in this volume is a facsimile of a second Bournville Trust publication from 1955, Birmingham
- Fifty Years On. This less famous but equally important publication grew from a frustration at the slow pace
of post-war reconstruction, and envisaged what the city would look like half a century later.
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From reader reviews:

Marvin Seto:

What do you concentrate on book? It is just for students since they're still students or the idea for all people
in the world, exactly what the best subject for that? Just you can be answered for that concern above. Every
person has various personality and hobby for each and every other. Don't to be forced someone or something
that they don't would like do that. You must know how great and important the book When We Build Again
(Studies in International Planning History). All type of book could you see on many solutions. You can look
for the internet resources or other social media.

Sandra Williams:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information today can get by anyone in everywhere.
The information can be a knowledge or any news even a concern. What people must be consider any time
those information which is inside the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously which one is
acceptable to believe or which one the resource are convinced. If you have the unstable resource then you
understand it as your main information you will have huge disadvantage for you. All those possibilities will
not happen with you if you take When We Build Again (Studies in International Planning History) as your
daily resource information.

Brian Faber:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book especially book entitled When
We Build Again (Studies in International Planning History) the mind will drift away trough every dimension,
wandering in most aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging
every single word written in a reserve then become one type conclusion and explanation that will maybe you
never get ahead of. The When We Build Again (Studies in International Planning History) giving you one
more experience more than blown away your mind but also giving you useful facts for your better life in this
era. So now let us present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind are going to be pleased when
you are finished examining it, like winning a sport. Do you want to try this extraordinary shelling out spare
time activity?

Lisa Vazquez:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a reserve we can
know everything we really wish for. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated as well as blank sheet.
Every year was exactly added. This e-book When We Build Again (Studies in International Planning
History) was filled about science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology
competence. Some people has various feel when they reading some sort of book. If you know how big
benefit of a book, you can feel enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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