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Fifty years ago, James D. Watson, then just twentyfour, helped launch the greatest ongoing scientific quest
of our time. Now, with unique authority and sweeping vision, he gives us the first full account of the genetic
revolution—from Mendel’s garden to the double helix to the sequencing of the human genome and beyond.
Watson’s lively, panoramic narrative begins with the fanciful speculations of the ancients as to why “like
begets like” before skipping ahead to 1866, when an Austrian monk named Gregor Mendel first deduced the
basic laws of inheritance. But genetics as we recognize it today—with its capacity, both thrilling and
sobering, to manipulate the very essence of living things—came into being only with the rise of molecular
investigations culminating in the breakthrough discovery of the structure of DNA, for which Watson shared
a Nobel prize in 1962. In the DNA molecule’s graceful curves was the key to a whole new science.

Having shown that the secret of life is chemical, modern genetics has set mankind off on a journey
unimaginable just a few decades ago. Watson provides the general reader with clear explanations of
molecular processes and emerging technologies. He shows us how DNA continues to alter our understanding
of human origins, and of our identities as groups and as individuals. And with the insight of one who has
remained close to every advance in research since the double helix, he reveals how genetics has unleashed a
wealth of possibilities to alter the human condition—from genetically modified foods to genetically modified
babies—and transformed itself from a domain of pure research into one of big business as well. It is a
sometimes topsy-turvy world full of great minds and great egos, driven by ambitions to improve the human
condition as well as to improve investment portfolios, a world vividly captured in these pages.

Facing a future of choices and social and ethical implications of which we dare not remain uninformed, we
could have no better guide than James Watson, who leads us with the same bravura storytelling that made
The Double Helix one of the most successful books on science ever published. Infused with a scientist’s awe
at nature’s marvels and a humanist’s profound sympathies, DNA is destined to become the classic telling of
the defining scientific saga of our age.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Martin Elkins:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? That's
why, you can choose the suitable activity regarding spend your time. Any person spent their particular spare
time to take a stroll, shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or perhaps read a book entitled DNA:
The Secret of Life? Maybe it is for being best activity for you. You already know beside you can spend your
time with the favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have
various other opinion?

Blake Nixon:

This book untitled DNA: The Secret of Life to be one of several books in which best seller in this year, here
is because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit onto it. You will easily to buy this kind of
book in the book retail outlet or you can order it by using online. The publisher of the book sells the e-book
too. It makes you quicker to read this book, because you can read this book in your Cell phone. So there is no
reason to you personally to past this guide from your list.

Dustin Kellett:

Spent a free time and energy to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or
picnic inside park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different
to fill your free time/ holiday? May be reading a book might be option to fill your cost-free time/ holiday.
The first thing that you will ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want to consider
look for book, may be the e-book untitled DNA: The Secret of Life can be great book to read. May be it
could be best activity to you.

Maria Hughes:

As we know that book is essential thing to add our understanding for everything. By a publication we can
know everything you want. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or perhaps blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This publication DNA: The Secret of Life was filled with regards to science. Spend
your spare time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some people has various feel when
they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can really feel enjoy to read a guide. In
the modern era like currently, many ways to get book you wanted.
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