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Inspired by a 1988 trip to El Salvador, Michael J. Perry's new book is a personal and scholarly exploration of
the idea of human rights. Perry is one of our nation's leading authorities on the relation of morality, including
religious morality, to politics and law. He seeks, in this book, to disentangle the complex idea of human
rights by way of four probing and interrelated essays.

* The initial essay, which is animated by Perry's skepticism about the capacity of any secular morality to
offer a coherent account of the idea of human rights, suggests that the first part of the idea of human rights--
the premise that every human being is "sacred" or "inviolable"--is inescapably religious.

* Responding to recent criticism of "rights talk", Perry explicates, in his second essay, the meaning and value
of talk about human rights.

* In his third essay, Perry asks a fundamental question about human rights: Are they universal? In addressing
this question, he disaggregates and criticizes several different varieties of "moral relativism" and then
considers the implications of these different relativist positions for claims about human rights.

* Perry turns to another fundamental question about human rights in his final essay: Are they absolute? He
concludes that even if no human rights, understood as moral rights, are absolute or unconditional, some
human rights, understood as international legal rights, are--and indeed, should be--absolute.

In the introduction, Perry writes: "Of all the influential--indeed, formative--moral ideas to take center stage
in the twentieth century, like democracy and socialism, the idea of human rights (which, again, in one form
or another, is an old idea) is, for many, the most difficult. It is the most difficult in the sense that it is, for
many, the hardest of the great moral ideas to integrate, the hardest to square, with the reigning intellectual
assumptions of the age, especially what Bernard Williams has called 'Nietzsche's thought': 'There is not only
no God, but no metaphysical order of any kind....' For those who accept 'Nietzsche's thought', can the idea of
human rights possibly be more than a kind of aesthetic preference? In a culture in which it was widely
believed that there is no God or metaphysical order of any kind, on what basis, if any, could the idea of
human rights long survive?"

The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries will appeal to students of many disciplines, including (but not
limited to) law, philosophy, religion, and politics.
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From reader reviews:

Jerry Brock:

The feeling that you get from The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries is a more deep you digging the
information that hide inside the words the more you get serious about reading it. It does not mean that this
book is hard to understand but The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries giving you thrill feeling of reading.
The article author conveys their point in a number of way that can be understood by anyone who read the
item because the author of this reserve is well-known enough. That book also makes your vocabulary
increase well. So it is easy to understand then can go with you, both in printed or e-book style are available.
We suggest you for having this kind of The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries instantly.

Molly Cooper:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try factor that really
opposite from that. 1 activity that make you not sensation tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster
you already been ride on and with addition associated with. Even you love The Idea of Human Rights: Four
Inquiries, you may enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type
is it? Oh can happen its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its identified as reading
friends.

Joshua Mendez:

The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries can be one of your starter books that are good idea. We
recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary that can increase your knowledge in
vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but still delivering the information. The author giving his/her
effort to get every word into delight arrangement in writing The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries
however doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest as well as based confirm resource info
that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information may drawn you into brand new stage of
crucial pondering.

Louise Villanueva:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you might have it
in e-book means, more simple and reachable. That The Idea of Human Rights: Four Inquiries can give you a
lot of good friends because by you checking out this one book you have issue that they don't and make you
more like an interesting person. This particular book can be one of a step for you to get success. This
publication offer you information that probably your friend doesn't learn, by knowing more than different
make you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have The Idea of Human Rights: Four
Inquiries.
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