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Metatheater, or "theater within theater," is a critical approach often used in studies of Shakespearian or
modern drama. Breaking new ground in the study of ancient Greek tragedy, Mark Ringer applies the concept
of metatheatricality to the work of Sophocles. His innovative analysis sheds light on Sophocles' technical
ingenuity and reveals previously unrecognized facets of fifth-century performative irony.

Ringer analyzes the layers of theatrical self-awareness in all seven
Sophoclean tragedies, giving special attention to Electra, the
playwright's most metatheatrical work. He focuses on plays within plays,
characters who appear to be in rivalry with their playwright in "scripting"
their dramas, and the various roles that characters assume in their attempts to deceive other characters or
even themselves. Ringer also examines instances of literal role playing, exploring the implications of the
Greek convention of sharing multiple roles among only three actors.

Sophocles has long been praised as one of the masters of dramatic
irony. Awareness of Sophoclean metatheater, Ringer shows, deepens our appreciation of that irony and
reveals the playwright's keen awareness of his art.

Originally published in 1998.

A UNC Press Enduring Edition -- UNC Press Enduring Editions use the latest in digital technology to make
available again books from our distinguished backlist that were previously out of print. These editions are
published unaltered from the original, and are presented in affordable paperback formats, bringing readers
both historical and cultural value.
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From reader reviews:

Anna Wright:

Do you have favorite book? For those who have, what is your favorite's book? Publication is very important
thing for us to find out everything in the world. Each guide has different aim as well as goal; it means that
book has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time and energy to read a book. They
may be reading whatever they have because their hobby is definitely reading a book. How about the person
who don't like examining a book? Sometime, individual feel need book once they found difficult problem or
perhaps exercise. Well, probably you should have this Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role
Playing in Sophocles.

Fred Howell:

Often the book Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles will bring one to the
new experience of reading the book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. In the event you
try to find new book to see, this book very suited to you. The book Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater
and Role Playing in Sophocles is much recommended to you to see. You can also get the e-book from the
official web site, so you can quickly to read the book.

Linda Gordon:

Are you kind of stressful person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your day to upgrading your mind proficiency
or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are receiving problem with the book in comparison
with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all this time you only find reserve that need
more time to be go through. Electra and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles can be
your answer since it can be read by an individual who have those short spare time problems.

Bradford Bryant:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got college students? We believe that that
query was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person similar to reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that
reading is very important along with book as to be the factor. Book is important thing to provide you
knowledge, except your personal teacher or lecturer. You will find good news or update regarding something
by book. Different categories of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them is actually Electra
and the Empty Urn: Metatheater and Role Playing in Sophocles.
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