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Giovanni Battista Rubini (1794–1854) was a legendary tenor and the first 19th-century non-castrati male
singer to become an international star of opera. The previous two centuries had been the era of the castrati,
with tenors and basses relegated to character and supporting roles in the operas of their time. Rubini stood
apart because he not only matched the castrati in coloratura and pathos, but he also had an extraordinarily
high voice. With Rubini’s rise, and in his wake, several tenors came to sing roles written specifically for
them by Rossini, Bellini, Donizetti, and many other lesser-known bel canto composers. Signaling the end of
the dominance of castrati on stage, this period would last some forty years until the advent of grand opera,
Wagner, and Verdi and the appearance of the first so-called High C from the chest by Gilbert-Louis Duprez
in 1837. Since then, the accepted tenor sound has followed the tradition epitomized by Enrico Caruso and, in
our own era, Luciano Pavarotti and Placido Domingo.

Many composers, conductors, and performers would come to regard bel canto dramatic operas as decorative
and vapid until Maria Callas and Tulio Serafin demonstrated the heights this genre of opera could reach.
However, opera directors and opera performers of late who have expressed an interest in reviving selected
masterpieces from the bel canto tradition have found themselves confronted with the problem of locating
tenors versed in the vocal techniques necessary to carry the high tessituras. In Giovanni Battista Rubini and
the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique, Dan H. Marek explores the extraordinary life of Rubini in
order to frame this special period in the history of opera and connect the technique of the castrati who were
among Rubini’s instructors. Drawing on the work of Berton Coffin, Marek offers long-sought answers to the
challenges presented by high tessitura of bel canto operas for tenors. To further assist working singers,
Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors includes over sixty pages of exercises written by Rubini
himself before 1840, which Marek, for the first time ever, has adapted to acoustical phonetics.

Professional singers, teachers and their students, vocal coaches, and opera conductors will find this work
indispensable as the only English-language work on high tessitura for tenor and soprano singing.
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From reader reviews:

Benjamin Ward:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have a lot more or little spare time? Yeah, you
can choose the suitable activity to get spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a go
walking, shopping, or went to typically the Mall. How about open as well as read a book allowed Giovanni
Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You know beside you can spend your time along with your favorite's book, you can smarter than before. Do
you agree with its opinion or you have different opinion?

Rose Waldman:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or details even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era which is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe may
update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you
actually is you don't know what one you should start with. This Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto
Tenors: History and Technique is our recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this
book serves what you want and need in this era.

Kimberly Spradlin:

The publication with title Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique
includes a lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of advantage after read this book. This
specific book exist new information the information that exist in this guide represented the condition of the
world right now. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the world. That book will bring
you within new era of the the positive effect. You can read the e-book with your smart phone, so you can
read the item anywhere you want.

Catherine Gober:

Publication is one of source of expertise. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen have to have book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can bring us to around the world. With
the book Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique we can consider more
advantage. Don't you to definitely be creative people? To get creative person must want to read a book.
Merely choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't become doubt to change your life by this book
Giovanni Battista Rubini and the Bel Canto Tenors: History and Technique. You can more desirable than
now.
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