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In the summer of 1966, in the middle of the Vietnam War, eighty young volunteers arrived at the Marine
Corps Recruit Depot on Parris Island, South Carolina, from all over the Eastern United States. For the next
eight weeks, as Platoon 1005, they endured one of the most intense basic training programs ever devised.
Parris Island was not a place for idle conversation or social gatherings, and these men remained from start to
finish almost complete strangers. Ehrhart did get to know one Marine, his bunkmate John Harris, who quietly
shared his sweetheart's letters. He was a friend who died in Vietnam only a year later. Twenty-seven years
after basic training. Ehrhart began what became a five-year search for the men of his platoon. Who were
these men alongside whom he trained? Why had they joined the Marines at a time when being sent to war
and of the country that sent them to fight it? What does the Corps mean to them? What Ehrhart learned offers
an extraordinary window into the complexities of the Vietnam Generation and the United States of America
then and now. Based on supporting materials from military records and family members as well as
interviews -- some of which Ehrhart held in such active secondary roles as dairy farmhand, fishing
companion, and impromptu guest at a family wedding -- this book records the more-than-30-year journey
that each man took after his boot-camp graduation on August 12, 1966. Photos of the men, both then and
now, accompany the profiles. Their stories are diverse, but as Ehrhart says, /u0022It was, in short, history,
and each of these men was and is a part of that history...There are, no doubt, scoundrels and liars and losers
among these men, but as a group they have mostly impressed me with their decency and their loyalty and
their hard work and their perseverance in the face of hardships and hurdles, the everyday obstacles that make
ordinary lives extraordinary./u0022
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From reader reviews:

Joaquin Bedard:

Hey guys, do you would like to finds a new book to study? May be the book with the headline Ordinary
Lives: Platoon 1005 and the Vietnam War suitable to you? The book was written by famous writer in this
era. Often the book untitled Ordinary Lives: Platoon 1005 and the Vietnam Waris the main of several books
in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired a lot of people in the world. When you read this
book you will enter the new way of measuring that you ever know ahead of. The author explained their plan
in the simple way, therefore all of people can easily to comprehend the core of this publication. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world
in this particular book.

Charles Hopper:

You can spend your free time to read this book this reserve. This Ordinary Lives: Platoon 1005 and the
Vietnam War is simple to deliver you can read it in the recreation area, in the beach, train along with soon. If
you did not have much space to bring the printed book, you can buy the actual e-book. It is make you better
to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you will get
when you buy this book.

Joe Timmons:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a guide we can know
everything we really wish for. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every
year has been exactly added. This guide Ordinary Lives: Platoon 1005 and the Vietnam War was filled
concerning science. Spend your time to add your knowledge about your technology competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big benefit from a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a publication. In the modern era like at this point, many ways to get book which you wanted.

Russell Howell:

Reading a publication make you to get more knowledge as a result. You can take knowledge and information
from your book. Book is composed or printed or outlined from each source that filled update of news. In this
modern era like now, many ways to get information are available for you actually. From media social similar
to newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic. You can add your
understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find
the Ordinary Lives: Platoon 1005 and the Vietnam War when you necessary it?
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