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Costa Rica is a relatively politically stable and economically developed nation with a long tradition of
civilian democracy. Former president (1986-1990) and Nobel-laureate Oscar Arias of the National Liberation
Party was elected President in 2006. Throughout his term, Arias has focused on expanding the country’s
social safety net and increasing free trade. He faced strong opposition to the country’s inclusion in the
Dominican Republic-Central America-United States Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR), but eventually
secured its ratification and implementation. Arias has also been active in foreign affairs, establishing
diplomatic relations with China and Cuba after decades without formal ties.

Once a predominantly agricultural nation, Costa Rica has established a diversified economy with a strong
export sector. Under President Arias, the country has increased its social investment, experienced significant
economic growth, and seen a reduction in poverty. The global financial crisis and economic downturn,
however, threatens to erase these gains. President Arias has responded to the crisis with an ambitious fiscal
stimulus and social protection plan. While the plan may do much to mitigate the social impacts of the crisis,
analysts believe it will be unable to prevent Costa Rica’s economy from slowing considerably in 2009.

In recent years, many have begun to recognize Costa Rica as a world leader in environmental protection.
Successive Costa Rican administrations have sought to address the extensive deforestation and
environmental degradation that resulted from decades of logging and agricultural expansion. The country’s
innovative policies, strong conservation system, and commitment to alternative energy have done much to
restore Costa Rica’s environment. Costa Rica is also party to a variety of international treaties and has
committed to becoming carbon neutral by 2021. This commitment to environmental protection has been a
significant source of economic growth for the country as Costa Rica is now a top destination for ecotourism.

The United States and Costa Rica have long enjoyed close relations as a result of the countries’ shared
commitments to strengthening democracy, improving human rights, and advancing free trade. The countries
have also maintained strong commercial ties, which are likely to become even more extensive as a result of
the implementation of CAFTA-DR. Costa Rica and the United States have worked together on a number of
other issues as well, such as conserving Costa Rica’s tropical forests and combating narcotics trafficking.

For additional information see CRS Report RL31870, The Dominican Republic-Central America- United
States Free Trade Agreement (CAFTA-DR), by J. F. Hornbeck, CRS Report RL34112, Gangs in Central
America, by Clare Ribando Seelke, and CRS Report R40135, Mérida Initiative for Mexico and Central
America: Funding and Policy Issues, by Clare Ribando Seelke and June S. Beittel.
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From reader reviews:

Roger Johnson:

Have you spare time for the day? What do you do when you have much more or little spare time? Yep, you
can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take a walk,
shopping, or went to the Mall. How about open or read a book entitled Costa Rica: Background and U.S.
Relations? Maybe it is to get best activity for you. You recognize beside you can spend your time with your
favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with it has the opinion or you have additional
opinion?

Jackie Lafond:

Spent a free time to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their down time with their family, or
all their friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, gonna beach, or picnic inside
park. They actually doing ditto every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to fill your own
personal free time/ holiday? Can be reading a book could be option to fill your free time/ holiday. The first
thing you will ask may be what kinds of book that you should read. If you want to try out look for book, may
be the guide untitled Costa Rica: Background and U.S. Relations can be good book to read. May be it could
be best activity to you.

Kenneth Poor:

Typically the book Costa Rica: Background and U.S. Relations has a lot associated with on it. So when you
read this book you can get a lot of benefit. The book was compiled by the very famous author. The author
makes some research just before write this book. That book very easy to read you can find the point easily
after perusing this book.

Marion Richey:

In this era globalization it is important to someone to acquire information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information much easier to
share. You can find a lot of references to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
will see that now, a lot of publisher this print many kinds of book. The book that recommended to your
account is Costa Rica: Background and U.S. Relations this guide consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. This particular book was represented how do the world has grown up. The
terminology styles that writer require to explain it is easy to understand. The writer made some study when
he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book acceptable all of you.
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