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“[How Music Got Free] has the clear writing and brisk reportorial acumen of a Michael Lewis
book.”—Dwight Garner, The New York Times

What happens when an entire generation commits the same crime?

How Music Got Free is a riveting story of obsession, music, crime, and money, featuring visionaries
and criminals, moguls and tech-savvy teenagers. It’s about the greatest pirate in history, the most
powerful executive in the music business, a revolutionary invention and an illegal website four times
the size of the iTunes Music Store. 

Journalist Stephen Witt traces the secret history of digital music piracy, from the German audio
engineers who invented the mp3, to a North Carolina compact-disc manufacturing plant where factory
worker Dell Glover leaked nearly two thousand albums over the course of a decade, to the high-rises
of midtown Manhattan where music executive Doug Morris cornered the global market on rap, and,
finally, into the darkest recesses of the Internet.

Through these interwoven narratives, Witt has written a thrilling book that depicts the moment in
history when ordinary life became forever entwined with the world online—when, suddenly, all the
music ever recorded was available for free. In the page-turning tradition of writers like Michael Lewis
and Lawrence Wright, Witt’s deeply reported first book introduces the unforgettable
characters—inventors, executives, factory workers, and smugglers—who revolutionized an entire
artform, and reveals for the first time the secret underworld of media pirates that transformed our
digital lives.

An irresistible never-before-told story of greed, cunning, genius, and deceit, How Music Got Free isn’t
just a story of the music industry—it’s a must-read history of the Internet itself.

From the Hardcover edition.
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From reader reviews:

Matthew Schwartz:

Book is to be different for every grade. Book for children till adult are different content. As it is known to us
that book is very important usually. The book How Music Got Free: A Story of Obsession and Invention
seemed to be making you to know about other understanding and of course you can take more information. It
is rather advantages for you. The guide How Music Got Free: A Story of Obsession and Invention is not only
giving you considerably more new information but also to get your friend when you truly feel bored. You
can spend your personal spend time to read your publication. Try to make relationship using the book How
Music Got Free: A Story of Obsession and Invention. You never feel lose out for everything if you read
some books.

Jose Williams:

Hey guys, do you desires to finds a new book you just read? May be the book with the name How Music Got
Free: A Story of Obsession and Invention suitable to you? The actual book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled How Music Got Free: A Story of Obsession and Inventionis the one of
several books in which everyone read now. This kind of book was inspired lots of people in the world. When
you read this book you will enter the new dimensions that you ever know before. The author explained their
concept in the simple way, consequently all of people can easily to know the core of this guide. This book
will give you a great deal of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world in
this book.

Elsie Hawkins:

Do you have something that you enjoy such as book? The reserve lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting How Music Got Free: A
Story of Obsession and Invention that give your enjoyment preference will be satisfied by simply reading
this book. Reading addiction all over the world can be said as the method for people to know world
considerably better then how they react when it comes to the world. It can't be stated constantly that reading
behavior only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for
every you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick How Music Got Free: A
Story of Obsession and Invention become your own personal starter.

Mandy Jackson:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker
to share. You can find a lot of referrals to get information example: internet, classifieds, book, and soon. You
can observe that now, a lot of publisher in which print many kinds of book. Often the book that
recommended to you personally is How Music Got Free: A Story of Obsession and Invention this reserve



consist a lot of the information on the condition of this world now. This book was represented so why is the
world has grown up. The terminology styles that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically
the writer made some research when he makes this book. Honestly, that is why this book suited all of you.
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