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Many early modern poets and playwrights were also members of the legal societies the Inns of Court and
these authors shaped the development of key genres of the English Renaissance, especially lyric poetry,
dramatic tragedy, satire, and masque. But how did the Inns come to be literary centers in the first place, and
why were they especially vibrant at particular times? Early modernists have long understood that urban
setting and institutional environment were central to this phenomenon: in the vibrant world of London,
educated men with time on their hands turned to literary pastimes for something to do. Lawyers at Play
proposes an additional, more essential dynamic: the literary culture of the Inns intensified in decades of
profound transformation in the legal profession. Focusing on the first decade of Elizabeth's reign, the period
when a large literary network first developed around the societies, this study demonstrates that the literary
surge at this time developed out of and responded to a period of rapid expansion in the legal profession and
in the career prospects of members. Poetry, translation, and performance were recreational pastimes;
however, these activities also defined and elevated the status of inns-of-court men as qualified, learned, and
ethical participants in England's "legal magistracy": those lawyers, judges, justices of the peace, civic office
holders, town recorders, and gentleman landholders who managed and administered local and national
governance of England. Lawyers at Play maps the literary terrain of a formative but understudied period in
the English Renaissance, but it also provides the foundation for an argument that goes beyond the 1560s to
provide a framework for understanding the connections between the literary and legal cultures of the Inns
over the whole of the early modern period.
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From reader reviews:

Jesse Valles:

As people who live in the particular modest era should be up-date about what going on or data even
knowledge to make these keep up with the era that is certainly always change and advance. Some of you
maybe may update themselves by studying books. It is a good choice for you personally but the problems
coming to a person is you don't know what one you should start with. This Lawyers at Play: Literature, Law,
and Politics at the Early Modern Inns of Court, 1558-1581 is our recommendation so you keep up with the
world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Kenneth Roberts:

Is it you actually who having spare time then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just lying on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Lawyers at Play: Literature, Law, and
Politics at the Early Modern Inns of Court, 1558-1581 can be the answer, oh how comes? The new book you
know. You are thus out of date, spending your free time by reading in this brand new era is common not a
nerd activity. So what these ebooks have than the others?

Jennifer Ruiz:

In this era which is the greater man or who has ability to do something more are more valuable than other.
Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple way to have that. What you must do is just spending
your time little but quite enough to possess a look at some books. On the list of books in the top record in
your reading list is Lawyers at Play: Literature, Law, and Politics at the Early Modern Inns of Court, 1558-
1581. This book and that is qualified as The Hungry Mountains can get you closer in growing to be precious
person. By looking upwards and review this publication you can get many advantages.

Donna Eldridge:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a range of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
has been exactly added. This reserve Lawyers at Play: Literature, Law, and Politics at the Early Modern Inns
of Court, 1558-1581 was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to add your knowledge about
your scientific disciplines competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading a new book. If you
know how big benefit from a book, you can truly feel enjoy to read a book. In the modern era like now,
many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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